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Any body can be a member of the Post 
staff except maybe the Bloomington 
Liquor Commission. All you have to 
do is come to the meetings and do 
one of the many tasks necessary 
for the smooth operation of a paper 
like this. You start work at 
nothing per hour , and stay there. 
Everyone is paid the same. Ego 
gratification and good karma are 
the fringe benefits. 

Decisions are made collectively by 
staff members at one of our regular 
meetings. All workers have an equal 
voice. The Post-Amer ikan has no 
editor or hierarchical structure , so 
quit calling up here and ask ing who's 
in charge. 

Sept . 1979 

Most of our material and inspiration 
for material comes from the community. 

We encourage you, the reader , to 
become more than a reader. 

We welcome all stories and tips for 
stories, which you can mail to our 
office (the address is at the end 
of this rap). The deadline this 
month is September 26 , 
If You'd like to work on the Post and/ 
or come to meetings , call us. The 
number is 828-7232. You can also 
reach folks at 828-6885 or ask for 
Andrea at 829-6223 during the day. 

Anybody who reads this paper can tell 
the type of stuff we print. All 
worthwhile material is welcome. We 
try-to choose articles that are t imely, 
relevant , informative , and not avail­
able in other local media. We will 

You can make bread hawking the Post--
15¢ a copy , except for the f irst SO 
copies on which you make only 10¢ a 
copy. Call us a� 828-7232. 

Mai l ,  which we more than welcome , 
should be sent to: The Post-Amer ikan , 
P.O. Box 3452, Bloomington, IL 61701. 
(Be sure you tell ui i f  you don't want 
your letter printed! Otherwise it's 
likely to end up in our let�ers column.) 

not print anything racist ,  sexist , or 
ageist. 

Alchoholics· Anonymous--828-5049 

American Civil Liberties Union-- 452-3634 
Clare House (Catholic Worker)--828-4035 
Community for Social Action--452-4867 
Countering Domestic Violence (PATH)--827-4005 
Dept. of Children and Family Services--829-5326 
Dept. of Health, Education and Welfare (Social 

Security Admin. )--829-9436 
Dept. of Mental Health--828-4311 
Gay Action/ Awareness Union--828-6935 
G ay National Educational Switchboard--

800-227-0888 
Gay People's Alliance (ISU) 452-5852 
HELP (Transportation for handicapped and sr. 

citizens)--828-8301 
Ill. Lawyer Referral Service--800-252-8916 
Kaleidoscope--828-7346 
Lighthouse--828-1371 
McLean County Health Dept. --829-3363 
McLean County Mental Health Center--827-5351 
Men's Rap Group--828-6935 
Mobile Meals (meals for shut-ins)--828-8301 

National Health Care Services (abortion assist­
ance in Peoria)--691-9073 

National Runaway Switchboard--800-621-4000 
in Illinois--800-972-6004 (all 800 #'s toll free) 

Occupational Development Center--828-7324 
PATH (Personal Assistance Telephone Help)--

827-4005 
Parent� Anonymous--827-4005 (PATH) 
Planned Parenthood--827-8025 
Prairie Alliance--452-8492 
Post-Amerikan--828-7232 
Prairie State Legal Aid--827-5021 

Project OZ--827-0377 
Public Aid, McLean Cnty. Dept. of--827-4621 
Rape Crisis Line--827-4005 (PATH) 
SAW (Student Association for Women, ISU)--

438-7619 
Small Changes Alternative Bookstore--829-6223 
Sunnyside Neighborhood Center--827-5428 
Tele Care--828-8301 
Unemployment Compensation/Employment 

Office--827-6237 
United Farmworkers Support Group--452-5046 
WmnP.n's Switchboard--800-927-5404 

Cop steals Post ... on city ti01e 
A uniformed Normal cop was spotted 
taking at least a half do zen 
copies of the Post-Amerikan from a 
sidewalk vending machine shortly 
after the last issues came out. 

He was spotted by another Post 
reader , who tattled. "I don't 
think he was in front of that 
machine long enough to put more 
than one quarter in , "  the Post 
reader said, "I'm sure he was 
ripping them off. " 

A check of the machine's coin box 
revealed that a batch of papers 
had been taken without payment. 

Reports of cops stealing papers 
have reached the Post-Amerikan 
before, but we always discounted 
them as mere vicious rumors. 
Cops are there to protect property , 
not steal it. 

But then, cops are accustomed to 
receiving a lot of free goods and 
services from local businesses who 
want to stay on the gendarmes' 
good side. Cops eat for free or 
half price in many area restaurants ,  
despite department regulations 
against accepting gratuities . 

Maybe the local police think the 
Po st is supposed to give away a 
certain number of free copies each 
issue, sort of like the freg Big 
Macs they're used to. 

Readers who see our protectors 
accepting free papers from a Po st­
American vending machine should 
7st the squad car number and/or 
�ame of the officer . We would like 
to thank them personally for 
their interest in the Po st-Amerikan •• 

Post Sellers 
BLOOMINGTON 
Book Hive, 103 W. Front 
Eastgate IGA, at parking lot exit 

Page 2 

Sambo' s Restaurant, Washington & Beltline 
Medusa's Adult World, 420 N. Madison 

The Back Porch, 402 1/2 N. Main 
South West Corner--Front & Main 
Downtown Postal Substation, 
Bl. Post Office, E. Empire (at exit) 
Devary's Market, 1402 W. Market 
Harris' Market, 802 N. Morris 
Hickocy Pit, 920 W. Washington 
Biasi's Drug Store, 217 N. Main 
Discount Den, 207 N. Main 
U-I Grocery, 918 W. Market 
Kroger's, 1110 E. Oakland 
Bus Depot, 523 N. East 
The Wash House, 609 N. Clinton 
Pat's Billiard Supply, 801 W. Market 

Man-Ding-Go's, 312 s. Lee 
Mel-0-Cream Doughnuts, 901 N. Main 
Mr. Donut, 1310 E. Empire 
Doug's Motorcycle, 809 S. Morris Ave. 
K-Mart, at parking lot exit 
Small Changes Bookstore, 409A N. Main 
Lay-Z-J Saloon, 1401 W. Market 
Pantagraph Building (in front) 
North East Corner--Main & Washington 

NORMAL 

University Liquors, 706 W. Beaufort 
Redbird IGA, 301 S. Main 
Mother Murphy's 111 1/2 North St. 
Ram, 101 Broadway Mall 
Eisner's, E. College (near sign) 
Divinyl Madness, 115 North St. 
Bowling and Billiards Center, ISU 
Baker's Dozen Donuts, 602 Kingsley 
Cage, ISU Student Union 
Midstate Truck Plaza, Route 51 North 
Upper Cut, 1203 1/2 s. Main 
Old Main Book Store, 207 S. Main 
OUTTA TOWN 
Galesburg: Under The Sun, E. Main st. 
Monmouth: Head's Up . ·  
Peoria: That Other Place, NE Adafus 

Sound Warehouse, 3217 N. University 
Decatur: Coop Tapes and Records, 

1470 Pershing 
Springfield: King Harvest Food Coop, 

1131 S. Grand Ave. East 
Urbana: Horizon Bookstore, 517 S. 

Goodwin 



Crackdown vi olates 
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Between July 1 2  and July 24, McLean 
County cops arrested 6 people over 
21, 20 people between 1 7  and 20 ,  
and 18  people under 17, charging 
them with violating quaint laws 
that describe how old you must be 
before you can ·legally bend your 
elbow. The cops also seized 8 
beer kegs and many people under 
17  (for stern lecturing, I guess) 
who were never charged. 

These arrests and seizures were 
the results of raids. The 
sheriff has announced that he's 
going to do something about 
teenage drinking, and this is 
one of the somethings. The poor 
man is not only misguided, but 
embarrassingly naive. 

Misguided, he is attempting to 
eliminate some of the most 
charming and innocent rituals 
of rural culture. During my first 
summer in this county, I was 
pleased at the custom of driving 
out into the fields, sitting on 
the car, drinking beer, watching 
stars, hearing the crickets in 
the grass, telling tales and 
flirting and laughing. I loved 
the big keggers in someone's 
dad's field, with a bonfire and 
homemade music and dancing and 
crowds of friendly faces. 

The sheriff is naiYe to think 
that these customs are of the 
same nature as that of the 

i nnocent rituals 
teenager who sits alone every 
night in front of the TV and drinks 
the folks' Scotch until oblivion 
sets in. Or the one who takes a 
few nips in the morning and then 
throughout the day·to take the 
chill off of classroom death. Or 
the adult who slumps legally over 
a dark cocktail lounge bar every 
night, gray smoke oozing in and 
out of his lungs, coming to life 
periodically to order another 
shot of vodka and hassle the 
cocktail waitress, who wishes 
she was at a kegger in someone's 
dad's field except she'd lose her 
job if she got busted there. 

Meanwhile, on July JO , Sheriff 
Brienen complained to the county 
board, according to the Pantagraph, 
"! don't have sufficient man-
power to cover two-thirds of the 
county which is going unprotected • . • •  
We've got to consider the safety 
.and well-being of residents." 
The sheriff said that there are 
nine patrol areas in the county, 
and sometimes there are only 
two to three police covering them. 
Yet a beer party near LeRoy was 
visited by 20·-28 McLean County cops 
on July 20 , evidently leaving most 
of the county unpatrolled in order 
to nab youthful beer-drinkers. 

Furthermore, the whole party 

could've been prevented with a 
couple phone calls, if Brienen is 
so committed to maintaining the 
distance between rosy young lips 
and liquor. The cops were tipped 
off days beforehand that the party 
was going to happen, according to 
the Pantagraph. A warning to the 
family whose farm the party was on 
would have caused cancellation, 
no doubt: the cops could rove around 
protecting everyone like crazy, 
the kids could have moved their 
party--oops, I mean the kids could 
have stayed home and had oatmeal 
cookies and family singalongs, 
and McLean County could preserve 
its positive summer celebrations •• 

--Phoebe Caulfield 

-------------------------------------------------------------

tnaak9 cop& 

.,.Brew 

or-

bust 

The Bloomington Liquor Commission , 
headed by Mayor Richard Buchanan , re­
cently began .a new and thoroughly un­
acceptable anti-youth crackdown. 

The new plan , which began Aug. 9, has 
Bloomington fuzz , disguised as people , 
hanging suspiciously around inside 
liquor stores , with the intent to nick 
underage people attempting to buy 
liquor. 

Buchanan and the commission beli eve 
that many kids try to buy liquor and 
get turned down , then just go to other· 
liquor stores and bars until they 
succeed. For some reason , the com­
missioners have no sympathy with the 
incredible hassle the kids go through ,  
and think , instead , that they should 
get busted for even trying. The law 
backs them up (as it usuall y  backs up 
puritanical creeps) by saying yes , 
it's i l legal for the underage person 
to make an attempt to buy brew. 

This principle has a sol id base in 

Christianity , especially the part of 
Christianity about how just thinking 
about doing a sin is just exactly as 
bad as doing it. In fact , I'm sure 
that i f  the commissioners had the 
necessary apparatus , they'd like to 
bust kids who walk down the street 
thinking about how nice a cool golden 
beer would taste on a hot summer 
night. 

And you'd hate t0 see what they'd bust 
me for thinking when I suspect there's 
a pig in my pub. 

So , people over 21, don't buy your 
booze in a liquor store or bar that 
supports a resident oink. The stores 
only participate voluntarily: encour­
age them to say no. And people under­
age , keep a sharp eye out for funny­
looking hangers-about with mea.n dead 
eyes and twi tchy trigger fingers . Buy 
some peanuts and s l i de . •  

-- Phoebe Caulfield 

-------------------------------------------------------------

Park's closed, weirdo! 

Council regulates sleep hours 
Bloomington's city council has passed 
an ordinance which closes all parks 
from 10 pm to 6 am. Close  all parks? 
But the parks are public which means 
for the people? Where does  the council 
come off determining public p arks 
cannot be used by the public after 
10 pm? 

Ah! Bloomington's city manager, 
William Vail, says it's to protect 
those  who want to go to bed at a 
reasonable hour. The insolence of  

' Vail and the council to  tell us when 
to sleep! 

What about those who work 2nd or }rd 
shift and sleep days? Should they be 
denied the use of the public parks? 
Is the council saying these people are 
not reasonable because they work nights 
ratner than days? 

What about others who merely like to 
absorb the elegance of nature 

surrounding them in the park? How can 
anyone even attempt to call this an 
illicit activity? 

The council's nonsensical decision to 
close parks appalls me! Cur.few is 
11  pm , midnight on weekends . Yet the 
council has now enacted 10 pm as a 
reasonable hour to sleep? What does 
Bloomington offer other than bars for 
people to "legally" congregate? And 
if people aren't old enough to go into 
bars , where can they go? 

Will a 10 pm curfew for those under 21 
be enacted next? Who can even specu­
late what liberties the council will 
strip us of next? 

Another illogical reason for the 
council making this new ordinance was 
supposedly because of vandalism in 
the parks. Their misanthropic approach 
to detering vandals asto"1nds me! Keep 
everyone out of the parks because of a 

few people whose anxieties have gotten 
so intense that they have turned to 
physical destruction. What makes a 
person want to vandalize? One cause 
might very well be the squelching of 
people's liberties just as the council 
has done in making this new regulation .  

So the question remains. What are 
people who have not yet come to grips 
with the realization that reasonable 
people go to sleep at 10 pm to do? 
According to our city council , if you 
are a vandal , DO NOT VANDALIZE THE 
PARKS BETWEEN THE. HOURS OF 10 PM AND 
6 AM . If you are not a vandal , YOU 
HAVE NO BUSINESS IN THE PARKS BETWEEN 
10 PM AND 6AM . 

This ordinance is yet another example 
of our irrational, incompetent citv 
officials depriving us of our 
liberties! Maybe they are getting 
too much sleep? • 

--DiDi 
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MEG informer i nvolved 
MEG informer Ray Huff is deeply in­
volved in the Oct . 7, 1978 , Blooming­
ton shoot-out which resulted in an 
aborted murder trial July 12 . 

By stealing guns , stere0 equipment and 
marijuana from Michael Tillison's 
house , MEG informer Huff provoked the 
confrontation which led to Tillison's 
murder . 

An innocent man spent five months in 
the McLean County Jail charged with 
Tillison's murder . In the middle of 
the trial, State's Attorney Ron Dozier 
changed his mind about prosecuting and 
asked that the murder count against 
Courtney Hurt be dismissed . 

The Oct . 7 fight pitted Michael Tilli­
son against MEG informer Ray Huff , but 
both sides had friends (and weapons) 
with them . Several of informe: H�ff ' s  
brothers , along with the now-vind�­
cated Courtney Hurt , formed one side 
of the fight . 

"Unfortunately , Ray Huff ,_who m�st 
contributed to the situation which 
caused the killing, has a good self­
defep.se argument , "  State ' s  A�torney 
Ron Do zier told the Post Amerikan . 
After Tillison and Huff had fou�ht one 
on one ,  the state ' s  attorney said , 
Tillison began retreating from the 
scene . While he was running , Do zier 
said, one or more of Ray Huff ' s  asso­
ciates fired the shots which killed 
Tillison . 

Not long after the shoot-out , two of 
informer Huff's brothers joined the 
army . One of them could be charged 
with the shooting , as Dozier intends 
to take the case to its fourth grand 
jury . 

MEG informer Huff has been charged 
with the burglary of Tillison's home . 
But Huff disappeared before the war­
rant could be served . Other associ­
ates of  Huff's may be charged with 
perjury . 

i n  mu rder 
Evidence in the murder case's cour� 
file clearly points to Huff's theft of 
marijuana , guns and stereos from Til­
lison's house as the provocation which 
led to the shoot-out . 

But some evidence in the case--fuzzier 
and less reliable--suggests that MEG 
informer Huff may have burglarized 
Tillison ' s  house in retaliation for 
the alleged theft of almost 200 pounds 
of  marijuana . 

A McLean County grand jury heard a 
juvenile testify that he burglarized 
a Bloomington house in Aug . 1978 and 
stole three 60-pound bales of pot .  
At least 35 pounds of this pot wound up in the hands of Michael Tillison . According to this juvenile ' s  testi­mony , the owners of the 1 80 pounds h�ard that Tillison had the pot , and hired three men to burglarize Tilli­son 's house and recover the dope . 

The burglary at Tillison ' s  house did-
n ' t  merely involve simple theft--there 
was an element of terrorization , po s­
sibly a warning . The burglars fired 
shots into the walls and broke win­
dows with shovels . The day after the burglary , a gunman in a passing car sprayed more bullets at Tillison's house . · 

If the juvenile's story is true , then Ray Huff was working as a MEG informer about the same time he was working for or with a dealer.with enough capital to have almost 200 pounds of pot . • 

--M. s .  

MEG i nformers make 

Soon after Bloomington resident Ray 
Huff signed up with the secret under­
cover drug police and became MEG con­
fidential Source #207, he set up his 
girlfriend. He'd beat her up before 
that, and she'd filed a battery charge 
against him. The MEG set-up was pay­
backs. 

Huff is the third MEG informer in the 
Bloomington area who set up a lover. 

Huff set up his girlfriend for a small 
speed sale in August '78. She wasn't 
arrested until February 1979, when the 
Post-Amerikan's snatching three gar­
bage sacks of MEG's files forced the 
undercover police to rush all their 
pending cases to the grand jury. 

Huff is currently evading a warrant 
for his arrest for the September 1978 
burglary of the home of Michael Tilli­
son. Tillison's attempts to recover 
his stolen property led him into a 
confrontation in which he was killed by 
one of informer Huff's brothers' or 
associates. (See adjoining story.) 

I asked State's Attorney Ron Dozier if 
he really intended to prosecute the 
MEG case which informer Huff set up 
against his girlfriend. Dozie_r said 
he was aware ot  the case and intended 
to look at it closely to see if Huff 
entrapped her. 

"It reminds me of the Shelby Stiger 
case," Dozier said. 

lousy lov,ers 
Shelby Stiger worked as an informer in 
MEG's first few months. He made hun­
dreds of dollars by selling phony 
heroin to MEG through his friend Sammy 
Neal, who merely transferred a package 
from Stiger to a MEG agent, and passed 
money back from MEG to Stiger. Stiger 
got money for the phony heroin, plus 
extra money from MEG for setting up 
Neal. Neal spent four months in jail 
aw�iting charges for _delivery of a 

substance represented to be a control­
led substance, until he passed a poly­
graph test and won dismissal of his 
charges. 

Afterwards the American Civil Liber­
ties Union

"' 
filed a $1 million suit a­

gainst MEG for Neal's entrapment. The 
suit was dropped, however, becaus7 

. ACLU could not prove actual conscious 
involvement of the MEG agent--the 
sworn police office� who actually took 

the purported heroin from Neal. ACLU 
could prove the informer, Stiger, com­
mitted entrapment, but Stiger wasn't 
worth suing-:he didn't have a million 
dollars. 

I asked Dozier how he could even pro-
- secute a case based on a man getting 

revenge against his girlfriend. 

"As a human being I might find his 
motives morally repugnant, but as a 
prosecutor I am only examining the 
case for possible entrapment," the 
state's attorney said, confirming what 
we always knew about the distinction 
between prosecutors and people. 

MEG guidelines for using informers 
have always prohibited making cases 
based on vengeful motives, and they 
also ban using personal friendship as 
a basis for a set-up. 

MEG has always ignored these guide­
lines, as well as others theoretically 
drafted to curb informers' tendencies 
to violate popularly held notions of 
minimal st�dards of justice or de­
cency. 

If the state's attorney wanted to, he 
could force MEG to comply with its own 
guidelines for informer conduct by 
simply refusing to prosecute any cases 
set up by an informer violating the 
guidelines. But he doesn't want to •• 

--M.S. 
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State's attorney reveals 
So whafs new: class bias 

While we were discussing the scummy 
antics of MEG informer Ray Huff, 
State ' s  Attorney Ron Dozier 
accidentally revealed his distorted 
perception of who commits crimes and 
who doesn 't--a distortion which helps 
to explain why poor people suffer 
more frequently and more intensely 
from the power of the state ' s  
attorney ' s  office . 

Huff became a MEG informer to set up 
his girlfriend . He also committed a 
burglary which ultimately led to a 
full-scale shootout, a murder, four 
grand jury investigations, and the 
five-month imprisonment of an 
innocent man. (See adjoining stories. 
Huff shouldn ' t  get the blame for much 
of this, as the state 's  attorney 
himself is primarily responsible for 
an innocent man being charged with 
the murder.  ) 

In discussing Huff ' s  employment by 
MEG, I asked how the state ' s  attorney 
could justify having such a sleazy 
character represent law enforcement. 

Dozier agreed with my evaluation of 
Huff ' s  character, and even added a few 
adjectives of his own.  But he  went on 
to justify Huff ' s  employmen� by . saying, "Unfortunately your upstanding 
middle-class citizen just doesn 't  have 
the information about who deals in 
drugs . "  

Wrong, Ron.  

Plenty of "upstanding middle-class 
citizens" use the sort of drugs MEG 
goes after. They use them regularly, 
and they know where they get them . 

.- ,�' 

These upstanding middle-clas� citizens 
--types like the lawyers Do zier 
regularly works with--ingest �llegal 
substances with other upstanding . middle-class citizens who are their 
friends, some of whom happen to deal 
drugs occasionally . If they were 
willing, these upst:;ndi� middl�-class 
citizens could provide information 
about the same sort of low-level, 
occasional drug dealer that MEG usually 
busts . 

After some reminding, the state ' s  
attorney does have an abstract, 
intellectual understanding that, yes, 
middle-class people do commit cr�mes, 
that middle-class people do use illegal 
substances and sell them to their 
friends . 

But at a gut level, the state ' s  
attorney ' s  ongoing picture o f  a d:ug 
dealer continues independent of his 
intellectual understanding . At a gut 
level, the state ' s  attorney s�ill 
thinks of a drug dealer as being poor, 
less educated, and living a less 
stable life. 

The state ' s  attorney strongly.dislikes 
drug dealers. But remember, it takes 
a strong act of will for Do zier to 
conceive of middle-class people as 
drug dealers. The p�ople.he thinks of 
as he  sits around being disgusted by 
drug dealing are the peopl� w�o have 
non-middle-class characteristics and 
lifestyles. 

And I am convinced that at the heart 
of Do zier 's  hatred of drug users.an� 
dealers--and at the heart of Dozier s 

DIS CRIMINATION BY RA CE, 

COL OR, REL IGION, SEX, 

·AN CES TRY, NATIONAL ORIGIN, 

OR AGE* 

IS IL L EGAL 

*Age means 40-65 years old. 

THE BLOOMINGTON 

COMMISSION ON 

HUMAN RELATIONS 

ACTS TO PROTECT 

YOUR RIGHTS 

If you need assistance or if you 

feel your rights h ave been violated, call 

B LOOMINGTON HUMAN REL ATIONS COMMISSION 

City Hall 828·7361 ··Ext. 218 

feelings about most . of  the people his 
office prosecutes--is actually a strong 
personal disl�ke for people from a 
different social class . 
Oh sure, Dozier wouldn' t  hesitate to 
nail a middle-calss person if he had 
the right case in front of him. His 
class pre judice certainly doesn 't  
neutralize his strong love for a 
conviction . 

But I am convinced that Dozier ' s  class 
pre judice influences his enthusiasm 
for seeking a st�ong sentence .  A 
middle-class defendant ' s  crime is more 
likely to be viewed as an exception, 
a mistake, a fluke in an otherwise 
upstanding life . I suspect Dozie: 
would be satisfied with a conviction, 
and wouldn 't  press strongly for a . 
stiff sentence .  But someone who fits 
into Do zier 's  distorted picture of  
"the criminal type" is in for it. 
Dozier will pursue a stiff sentence as 
though he were personally offended by 
the defendant ' s  presence in the free 
world.  

The class bias in the prosecutor ' s  
office is not new with Ron Dozier--he 
merely makes it more obvious . The 
state ' s  attorney himself understands, 
on an intellectual level, that his 
office prosecutes only the types of 
crime committed by certain sectors of 
society . Dozier says the state 's  
attorney's office is set up basically 
to prosecute "street crime," which I 
translate to mean crimes committed 
mostly by poor people . And the people 
who run the system which processes 
these poor people--the judges and 
lawyers--.all come from a different 
social class, with different values 
and lifestyles. No matter who takes 
Ron Dozier 's  place in 1980 , this 
situation will remain •• 

--Mark Silverstein 

ffimU ma [b0Uili 0nctl00 0a 
ili n 0 un Q) mu lb 

"I knew she was telling the truth . 
After seven years as a prosecutor 
there are cases where I know someone's 
lying and someone's telling the 
truth . "  

--State's Attorney Ron Dozier, 
quoted in the Pantagraph 8/12/79 
explaining why he never gave a 
polygraph to Kelli Heck , the key 
witness who implicated Courtney 
Hurt in the murder of Michael 
Tillison, even though this key wit­
ness changed her story several 
times and was a friend of other 
possible suspects . (After five 
months in jail and four days int� 
his murder trial, Hurt was freed 
when Dozier changed his mind about 
prosecuting July 12. ) 

"We're all suckers and fools when it 
comes to our gullibility in getting 
smooth-talked . " 

--Ron Dozier, speaking at a con­
sumer fraud program, quoted in the 
Pantagraph 8/ 24/79. 



Chief deputy sez 

To complain about last issue's article 
"Brienen's Brigade Blockades Empty 
House," Sheriff Brienen's Chief Deputy 
Ed O'Farrell phoned the Post-Amerikan . 

"I don't think it calls for a story 
like this, with this kind of language," 
the Chief Deputy protested . 

GrHt Speckled Bird Pressing further, the Chief Deputy 
quoted from the Post story's evalu­
ation of the sheriff's department's 
services: that they are "worth no 
more than a truckload of hair . "  

"Now that's biased reporting," Chief 
Deputy O'Farrell fumed. 

I agreed with him, but pointed out 
that its bias was so upfront that no 
one could get "misled" by it . "Look, 
don't be so thin-skinned," I suggested . 
"When you guys look dumb, the Post­
Amerikan is going to rub it in--deep." 

"Well, I'll have to admit, I've never 
compared myself to a truckload of 
hair before. It is one of the better 
putdowns I've heard," the Chief 
Deputy re�arked . e  

Using already-public accounts, the 
Post story chided the sheriff's cops 
for their 2� hour seige of an empty 
house at 305 Leland . Disturbing the 
quiet tree-lined street, a platoon of 
heavily-armed flak-jacketed cops hid· 
ing behind squad cars bellowed through 
bullhorns to coax the non-existent 
suspect out of the vacant house . 

than a truckload 
--M. S .  

Wanted for an earlier attempted shoot­
ing on the west side, the suspect had 
supposedly phoned the sheriff's de­
partment, who traced the call to the 
Leland address . .. 

of hai r' 
"Your story left out the most impor­
tant fact," the irritated Chief Dep­
uty told the Post . "I've never heard 
of a bad phone trace before." 

In addition, O'Farrell said, sheriff's 
police dialed the number of the 
empty house, and heard what sounded 
like someone picking up the receiver 
and then hanging up . Police did this 
three times, and a reporter did it 
once, according to O'Farrell . (As 
Didi's P-A story asked, "Why would any 
hiding suspect pick up a ringing 
phone?") 

"It must have been a problem with the 
phone lines, but in all fairness to 
GenTel, I've never had this happen be­
fore," O'Farrell said . 

"I just don't think it's a fair 
story," O' Farrell continued . "Of 
course we were armed . The guy had 
been seen with two guns earlier . You 
try to make us look foolish for stand­
ing there so long, but we were using 
restraint. Instead of going and kick­
ing the door in, we tried to talk him 
out so no one would get hurt." 

Considering that the house really did 
turn out to be empty, I pointed out 
that he'd have to admit that his 
police forces really did look pretty 
foolish. 

"There's no doubt it does make yoU­
look foolish when you do that," Chief 
Deputy admitted. "That's why we're 
going to be more leery of phone traces 
in the future . "  
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On July 26 I started and quit my 
j ob a s  a.detassler . I was working 
for a man named John Mcintyre . 
Now , I knew that detassling corn 
meant long hours and boring work,  
but how hard could it be to · 
castrate corn plant s ? I soon 
found out. 

My alarm went off at 5 (that ' s  a.m . , 
by the way , for tho se of you who, 
like me , did not know that 
5 o'clo ck came twice in the same 
day) and I stumbled into the 
kitchen to put on water for coffee . 
I went back to the bedroom and 
got dressed and valiantly 
attempted to put my hair into pig 
tails which was diffi cult to 
a ccomplish as my eyes were still 
clo sed. 

After half-way accomplishing 
both tasks , I went back to the 
kit chen to find that I had , o f  
course , put t o o  much water i n  the 
kettle and it would probably 
not boil uhtil seven o ' clo ck. So 
I made instant coffee with luke­
warm water , put on my boots , 
smoked a cigarette, and chugged 
the tepid fake .caffeine. 

At 511 5  I picked up my thermos 
of lemonade, my lunch , my John 
peere hat, and my cigarettes ,  got 
into my car , and headed for 
Trinity Grade School ' s  parking 
lot where the bus that was to 
transport me to the corn field 
was scheduled to arrive at 5:30 . 
After I had chain-smo ked 5 or  6 
more cigarettes and chatted with 
the 14 and 15-year-olds who were 
to be.my_co -workers ,  the promised 
bus did indeed arrive, but not 
until almost 6 .  

Trinity School i s  the bus ' s  last 
sto p , and my o pinion was that it 
was already full. But the driver 
kept shouting " Three to a seat? 
Three to a seat!" in an attempt 
t o.fit the 20 of us onto a bus 
whi ch already contained 45 people. 

The bus was an old grade s cho o l  
bus who se seats were built for 
two 6-year-olds, not for J grown 
people, and the ride to the farm 
past Heyworth was incredibly 
awful. It turned out to be the 
best part of the day . 

We got to the field about 20 after 
6 and piled out of the bus and put 
on our garbage bags a s  it was wet 
and cold in the field. Then we 
got assigned to crews Qf 5 or 6. 
My crew was great . {Actually it 
was god-awful , which was ,  of course , 
what made it great . )  There was 
an 1 1 -year-old girl and her 1 2 - or 
lJ-year -old si ster who were 
almost but not quite tall enough 
to reach the tas sles, a 14-year­
old boy who knew at least what 
corn looked like but had spent 
much of his life walking beans 
so he wasn 't t o o  sure what was 
expected , a man about my age 
who se credentials were much the 
same as the boy ' s  except that he 
had never even walked beans , and 
myself who , after our crew boss 
had explained to me the difference 
between corn and weeds and had 
then explained what a tas sle was 
and what to do with it , was pretty 
'clear as to what the job entailed. 

We were, to say the least , the 
worst crew there . Our crew boss, 
Leroy, who looked like a misplaced 
factory worker, spent mo st of his 
time finding tassles we had misse d ,  
and we missed a lot o f  them , and 
doing half our ro�s for all of 
us so we could ' ' catch up . " I 
was never real clear what we were 
suppo sed to catch up to, because 
we were all working at the same 
rate- -very slowly. 

The second problem we had ( the 
first being none of us knew what 
the hell we were doing) was the 
weather . As you will recall , the 
weath�r had not been seasonal . 
Not only had it rained , it had 
rained . When John Mcintyre called 
me the night before to tell me 
to report for work, he had 
mentioned the fact that the fields 
were "a bit muddy . " John Mcintyre 
would probably des cribe WWII as 
a slight skirmi sh .  

The water standing the field was 
ankle deep, the mud was , of course , 
much deeper . By 6130 my water­
proo fed boots were soaked and by 
6:45 my so cks and feet were , too . 
When I was hard-core into weight­
lifting I used to run at the 
trac k at the YMCA with 2-pound 
ankle.weight� on . Walking through 
the fields with mud caked in 
a�d on one ' s  boots is like walking 
with 1 0-pound ankle weight s . It 
was not too bad the first hour or 
so, but after that every step 
became a ma j or effort. 

Leroy ha d told us that they had 
run some kind o f  machine through 
the field which would detassle 
80% of the plants so he could 
not understand , even considering 
our spee d ,  what was taking us so 
long . He had us do a hundred 
count . So I counted 1 00 plants 
and counted the number I had to 
detassle--95 . Leroy stopped asking 
what the problem was soon after 
that. 

After we had done three rows I 
felt it had to be about noon I 
was so tired . I bravely asked 
someone with a watch for the time . 
It was 9 : JO . 

At lO : JO we walked back to the 
bus and had a 20-minute break . I 
drank half a quart of lemonade 
and the first glass o f  water I 
had seen all day . At 1 0 : 50 we 
went back to the field .  At 2 we 
had another 20-minute break , and 
at 4 : JO we went home . 

I, as well as the rest of the 
people , had spent 1 0  hours walking 
through mud castrating corn 
plants in the muggy dampness of 
the morning and the humid heat of 
the afterno on with two 20-minute 
breaks, and water only on those 
breaks . By 1 0 : 30 I was exhausted ; 
by 2 : 00 I was dead . 

Leroy had told us when we headed 
for the bus at 2 that we ·Nere going 
home .  Leroy lied . I tried to quit 
at 2 and no one would let me . I 
was told that I had agreed to work 
for the day and that I was going 
to work for the day . I was 
probably not as forceful as I 
could have been but I was tired 

apf 

and 1·rustra ted and in pain and 
I ha� visions o f  their lea�ing me 
o�tside Heyworth forever if I 
did not go back to the field so 
I went ?ack . Very slowly . At 
tha� po int there was a little spot 
beh ind my left ear which was the 
only place on my entire body that 
did not hurt . 

John Mcintyre had told us at two 
that we would only have to do one 
more row apiece . John Mcintyre 
lied . We had to do three more 
apiece , which meant we had to 
walk an extra row to get ba ck to 
the bus . I did live to tell about 
the experience� which at J : JO I 
was seriously questioning . I was 
convinced that I would be found 
dead in the field by the 
harvester come fall. 

I tend to make John Mcintyre the 
villian in all this, which in my 
scene is truly the case , but in 
the larger sense of the entire 
play, the villian is not one man. 
It is  the entire system of 
employment policies which exist 
because of the special regulations 
governing farmworkers .  I have 
always supported the efforts to 
make employment policies more fair 
to farmworkers, but for the first 
time in my life I understand what 
the people are going through, 
Slavery was abolished on paper in 
this country in 1863. But slavery 
is still very much in practice in 
1979 . 

I personally did not come out too 
badly in all of this . I made 
(theoreticall�, as I have seen no 
cash as yet) $Jl . 90 and ruined a 
$JO pair of boots . My blisters 
have almost all healed ,  and I 
have stopped having nightmares 
o f  being whipped to death with 
corn tassles . 

I think I have gotten back at John 
Mcintyre , too . I have what is 
traditionally known as a black 
thumb . I killed a perfectly 
healthy cactus in two weeks by 
doing nothing more than bringing 
it home . I figure my mere presence 
i� the field that day probably 
wiped out John Mcintyre ' s entire 
1979 crop . Serves him right, I 
think . Maybe next year he ' ll 
support the agricultural strike.• 

--Deborah Wiatt 
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Produce owne r supports 
alternat ives to waste 

June's issue of the P-A introduced the 
reality that there are enormous 
amounts of edible food tossed daily 
into the garbage of many groceries in 
Bloomington-Normal. This reality was 
experienced by two of the P-A staff 
on several different occasions. We 
procured large quantities of 
vegetables , free of charge. If we 
had shopped for these  vegetables in 
the stores , we would have paid 
exorbitant prices .  Several people 
in B-N have since shared our 
experiences  in dumpster hunting , 
confirming that enormous quantities 
of edible food are being negligently 
disposed of daily. 
Last month's issue related the 
responses of store managers and 
owners , whose dumpsters we had found 
to be most profitable. The majority 
of their responses attempted to 

Poetry 
From One Dreamer t o  Another 

- -by Susan 

Dark blue clouds lay in intricate 
patterns on this flat midwest 
horizon that races by my window. 

Ever so quickly , gone. 

Light poles , houses , strands of light 
from who knows where . 

--I know where . I am riding on a 
train , you can't fool me. Those are 
just trucks and cars travelling in­
terstate on the road that runs along­
side these rickety tracks. 
Rickety tracks , clackety �lack. 
The railroad days are near an end. 
Clackety clack , we can't go back. 

--Progress pushes us on down the line. 
Why take a train? we now have air­
planes . 
To fly like a bird was man's earliest 
dream . 

But dreaming has never been quite good 
enough . 
they put dreamers away in a nice little 
boxes . 
Thorazine is the name of the game . 
Technology is winning . 
I can hardly breathe . 
It's poisoned our water and the food 
that we eat . 

This train that I ride , well , you're 
on it too . 
This is our life and it's·going very 
fast. 
By the trees , birds , and lakes and the 
fresh mountain streams . 
But don't think too badly of tech­
nology . Just sit back and relax and 
take a nice cool drink--of Thorazine . 

Get back in your box! 

blatantly deny the amount of whole­
some , edible food being pitched each 
day. These blatant denials dissipated , 
however ,  when we informed them we had 
personally consumed their trash. 

One exception to these capitalists 
who fed us their lies so that we 
wouldn ' t  eat their garbage was Jack 
Hocker , store owner of Jack ' s  Produce. 
Jack confirmed that this waste 
existed; however, he saw no 
alternative . 

The Post located an alternative which 
Jack--rs-willing to support. Home 
Sweet Home Mission had informed us 
that since they serve 150 to 200 free 
meals daily , they could utilize the 
produce which Jack would otherwise  be 
forced to dispose of because of its 
slight deterioration . Bruised fruits 
and vegetables are worthy of 
consumption if they are used soon 
after obtaining them. Jack would 
have to toss these , however ,  because 
people would not usually purchase them. 

Jack and Mike Kreppel , Asst. Director 
of the mission , met in mid-July and 
arranged for the mission to pick up 

the produce ,  which Jack no longer felt 
was salable , on a daily basis. 
As of Thursday , August 2Jrd , Mike 
Kreppel and Jack Hocker have been in 
touch again, and Kreppel has said the 
mission will begin picking up on 
Friday , August 24th. Kreppel also 
says the mission will make a pick-up 
Monday through Saturday at a specific 
time in the morning which has been 
agreed upon by both the mission and 
Hocker. 
The mission sent someone out to pick 
up this produce only three consecutive 
days in July. When we contacted Mike 
Kreppel to find out why they were not 
taking advantage of this free food,  
he said he was not aware that the 
pick-ups were not being made. 
Heavy credit to Jack Hocker ,  owner of 
Jack ' s  Produce ,  one of the few 
concerned food distributors in B-N. 
His action to donate food , free of 
charge , rather than pitching it 
should be followed by the capitalistic 
store owners and managers whose only 
concern ,  up to this point , appears to 
be profit rather than people.• 

--Dolly Dumpster 
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and evasion 
• 

1nvas1on 
• 

Sometimes the great forces of our 
society combine to produce such a hor­
rifying (but unfortunately not-so­
rare) creature, that he must be clas­
sified as a Modern Amerikan Franken­
stein. Such a creature is Ronald 
Graves of 103 N. Devonshire Dr., 
Bloomington. 

The forces that give Ronald Graves 
his particular ghoulish style are a 
truly dreadful �ixture of being a . 

��ho�c�x-��d�:fi �� �i���n
����in 

"How could anyone with such direly de­
structive deformities survive in ovr 
midst? Surely he has the decency to 
lurk about only at night, sleeping in 
gutters and eating the pollutants from 

'Our streams." 

To the contrary, faithful Post Amerikan 
readers, this man dares to be a l and­
lord! 

It was in his role of landlord that I 
first had dealings with Ronald Graves. 
He bought the property at 402! E. 
Monroe where I was living with my 2 
housemates, Rozanne and Terri. (He 
also owns the property at 402 E. 
Monroe and 405 Gridley St.) 

Initially our encounters with Mr. 
Graves were merely annoying. When 
we'd call him to do reparis, he'd show 
up a week after he'd promised to, just 
as we were sitting down to dinner. 
He would lay unwanted conversation up­
on us, following us around and bend­
ing our resentful ears to the extent 
that it always took him 3 or 4 ses­
sions to finish a 2-hour job. We 
quickly learned to leave our home when 
he came over to "work." 

It didn't take Ronald Graves long to 
graduate from being merely annoying to 
being positively obnoxious. 

One Saturday morning around 7:30 
(that's a.m.) Terri was awakened by 
loud, persistent pounding on the front 
door. Just as she was stumbling out 
of bed and into a bathrobe, she heard 
a key turn in the lock and the door 
opened. By the time she reached the 
hallway Mr. Graves had let himself in­
to our apartment, asking "Can I use 
your phone?" 

I live in a rape culture and as a wo­
man I am particularly sensitive to 
this vulnerability. That's one rea­
son I have locks on my door--to keep 
strange men out of my home. All three 
of us women living at 402! E. Monroe 
felt invaded by Ronald Graves' force­
ful entrance. Our illusion that our 
home was a haven, protecting us from 
potential attack, had just been shat­
tered. 

A week later Ronald Graves repeated 
his performance early one snowy morn­
ing. But this time the safety chain 
was on: When he slipped his key in 
and opened the door the few inches it 
would give, I was there waiting for 
him. 

Having been awakened about two hours 
earlier than I had planned by some man 
invading my home for the second time, 
I was mad. I made Mr. Graves stand in 
the cold while, through the crack in 
the door, I told him we would not tol­
erate these intrusions. He babbled 
something about an emergency, his car 
being stuck in the snow. I let him 
know he had the right to try to wake 
us for an emergency, but, if we did1 
not respond, he had no right to use 
his key to enter our apartment. 

Finally, I let him in to use the 
phone .• 

Ronald Graves suffers from an af­
fliction common to many landlords 
and other imperialist oppressors. It 
is called Hyperegocentrism. It can 
be recognized by the frequent use of 
the word MY, as in MY property, and by 
a disconcerting, some might even say 
sick, inability to view situations 
from anybody else's viewpoint. 

I guess this is a useful skill to de­
velop for killing "gooks" in Vietnam. 
In all fairness to Ronald Graves, I 
realize that he hated being a soldier 
and his being in Asia was a result of 
entrapment in the powerful Amerikan 
imperialist system. However, Mr. 
Graves could have learned from his 
war experiences to fight aggression, 
invasion, and propertarianism. In­
stead, he is promoting these values 
by being an aggressive, invading land­
lord. 

LNS/cpf 

His second invasion of our home trig­
gered a minor war between Mr. Graves 
and our household. At one point, 
Ronald Graves threatened to tow away 
my van unless I removed it from the 
up-till-then deserted driveway of 405 
Gridley St., where it had been pa rked 
all winter. When a few days later it 
was still parked there, he called me 
on the telephone, yelling and scream­
ing that I had given him no flexi­
bility when he'd had an emergency and 
he was not going to show me any now! 
It was clear to me that Mr. Graves was 
intent on using his powers as a land­
owner to avenge himself. 

The rest of the time we lived at our 
apartment we successfully avoided 
Ronald Graves, 

In May 1979 our household moved out 
of 402! E. Monroe St. One month later 
we still had not heard a word from Mr. 
Graves about the return of our $150 
damage deposit. So, Rozanne wrote 
him, and lo and behold a check (dated 
6-28-70) arrived in the mail. W.e 
were elated to be $50 richer--or so 
we.dreamed. The check bounced and a 
call to Prairie State Bank revealed 
that ever since Mr. Graves had first 
opened his account there it had been 
overdrawn! 

A phone call to Mr. Graves produced a 
letter from him which stated that he 
would send another check on July 8, 
1979 .  This note also complimented us 
on our "meticulous" job of cleaning 
up the apartment. 

July 8, 1979, came and went--and no 
check from Mr. Graves. We began once 
again to call him, but now o�ly his 
wife answered the phone, saying Ron 
wasn't at home. None of our messages 
to Ron was ever answered. 

Finally, we decided to visit Mr. 
Graves in person. Rozanne and I, 
plus three of our friends, went to 
his nice, split-level suburban hous; 
off East Washington St. The Graves 
6-year-old daughter answered the door 
and, obviously agitated, told us her 

·father was not home. We asked to 
speak to her mother. �s. Graves. was hostile and aggressive, accusing 
us of leaving our apartment a filthy 
mess and informing us that if we ex­
pected the fUl� $150 we wou�d get 
nothing--slamming the door in our 
faces. 

It is a strange experience to be rip­
ped off by people whose salaries are 
easily 8 times your own. It gave me 
a gut-level understanding of the 
French Revolution, tenant unions, and 
especially the slogan "Eat the Rich." 
At that moment there was nothing I 
would have liked better than to take 
a bite out of Ron Graves' jugular! 

Determined as never before to get our 
money, we sought help in the law. 
Quickly we learned that we could not 
bring criminal charges against the 
Graves because their passing a bad 
check to us for a damage deposit re­
fund is not a crime! But, we learned 
we could file in Small Claims Court. 

Armed with this information, we had a 
lawyer warn the Graves that we would 
file suit if we did not receive a 
money order or certified check by 
July 25, 1979· August 1 we received 
our second letter from R. Graves, say­
ing that he would have $175 (an extra 
$25 for our trouble) in to us by Aug. 
8. 

What a victory when, as promised, the 
money finally arrived! 

I wish I could believe that Mr. Graves 
is one of a kind. But I know there 
are many more like him, because he is 
a product of Amerika. Janis Ian de­
scribed Graves and his like in one of 
her songs: "You live beyond your 
means/ On other people's dreams/ And 
that's 'succeeding'." 

Kapitalism tells that happiness is a 
house in the suburbs, 2 or more cars, 
and all the electrical appliances you 
can plug in. And to achieve this 
dream, you have to rob the poor. 

Eat the rich!• 

--Luma 
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Federal anti-gay bill introduced 
The New Ri ght i s  re vvin g up i t s  op ­
p re s s i on machine again to make i t s  
annual a t t a ck o n  gay p e op l e .  Two 
years ago Ani ta B ryant was le ading 
the charge. Las t year i t  was John 
B r i g g s  and h i s  in famous P rop os i t i on 
6. Th i s  year the newly fo rme d 
" Chr i s t i an Vo i ce "  l obby h as t e am e d  
w i th a Repre s entat ive from Ge o r g i a  
to introduce the f i rs t an t i - g ay 
me asure to the U. S. Con g re s s .  

Hous e Concurrent Re s o l ut i on 166 
(HCR 166) was int r oduc e d  by Rep .  

Larry McDon a l d  ( D - GA) o n  July 24 , 
1979. I t s m a in p o i n t  i s  th at "homo ­
s exua l acts and the c l a s s  o f  ind i v i d ­
ua ls who advo c a t e  such c onduct shal l 
never rece i ve s p e c i a l  cons i d e r a t i on 

· o r a pro t e c t e d  s t at us under the l aw. " 

Al though ant i-gay amendments t o  p end­
ing b i l l s  h ave b een p rop o s e d  b e fo re , 
this i s  the fi rs t fu l l - s c a l e  l e g i s ­
l a t i ve attempt at the congre s s i on a l  
l e ve l  t o  b l o ck c i v i l  r i gh t s  for l e s ­
b i ans an d g ay men. 

HCR 166 is admi t t e dly a r e s pons e t o  
the Nat i onal Gay Ri ght s B i l l  (H. R. 
2074 , the Waxman - We i s s  B i l l ) , wh i ch 
has 46 co - s p ons o rs to date. A 
spoke s fo o l  for the Ch r i s t i an Vo i ce 
group de c l a re d ,  " Th i s  i s  the b e g in ­
ning o f  a n a t i o n a l  c amp a i gn t o  opp o s e  
H . R. 20 74. " The l obby a l s o  announc e d  
p l ans to urge i t s  100 , 00 0  memb e rs 
( 1500 are mini s te rs )  to w r i t e  the i r  
congre s s i onal rep res ent atives in 
s upport of McDon a l d ' s re s o l ut i on .  

I n  the i r  s t at ement s  t o  t h e  p re s s  an d 
in the re s o l ut i on i t s e l f ,  the CV has 
tried h ar d  to c re at e  the imp re s s i on 
that they a r e  no t condu c t i n g  a c am ­
p a i gn o f  h a te a n d  p e r s e cuti on. H C R  
166 contains th i s  s en t e n c e : " I t  c an 
a l s o  b e  s t at e d  that no man shoul d eve r 
h o l d  mal i ce t ow ar ds anothe r . " (The 
e n t i r e  text of the res o l u t i on is 
p rinte d e l s ewhe re on this p a ge . ) 

But the r e s o l u t i on a l s o  p i ous ly p r o ­
c l aims t h a t  " cons ensual s o domy and 
o th e r  homo s exual acts shou l d  neve r b e  
a c ce p t e d  a s  l e g i t imate i n  t h i s  Repub ­
l i c "  an d that the " i d e a l i s m  o f  th i s  
Repub l i c  . w ou l d  b e  c l e arly de ­
b a s e d  by the a c c e p t an c e  o f  such 
act ion. " 

The mal i ce o f  HCR 166 l i e s  n o t  only 
in th i s  as s ump t i on that g ay p e o p l e  are 
immoral an d o ffen s i ve. It also im­
p l i e s  that l e s b i ans an d gay men are 
not de s e rving o f  p r o t e c t ion a ga i ns t 
d i s c r imina t i on . I f  Cong r e s s  w e re t o  
app rove t h e  McDonald r e s o l u t ion , the 
me s s age to the n a t i o n  would b e : i t ' s  
a l l  r i ght to de s p i s e  gay p e op l e  and to 
cont inue d i s c r iminating agains t them. 

Th i s  pos i t i on ,  it s e ems t o  me , is even 
w o r s e  than th e a t t i t ude of the good 
Ge rmans who looked the o th e r  way when 
Jews , g ays , and o th e rs w e re b e in g  
c a r t e d  o ff to the concent r a t i on c amp s 
in the 1930 s .  HCR 166 do e s n ' t  j us t  
turn away from d i s c riminat i on and p e r ­
s e cu t i on ; i t  gives i t s  app roval in the 
name of God an d the i de a l i s m  of the 
Repub l i c. 

' .  ? "  Don 't you know there 's 'a little gay m everyone· 

The ph ony at t emp t of Ch r i s t i an Vo i ce 
to duck the ch arge o f  harb o ring ma l i ce 
toward g ay p e o p l e  i s  outdone only b y  
the i r  arro g an c e  in c l aiming t h a t  t h i s  
re s o l ut i on s omeh ow uph o l d s  the coun ­
t ry ' s i de a l s .  Wh at ab out the s uppo s e d  
s e parat i on o f  church an d s tat e ?  H C R  
166 t romps a l l  ove r t h a t  i d e a l .  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - �  

: Hou se Concurrent : 
I I 

: Resolution 1 6 6  : 
I I :Thi s  i s  the entire text o f  Rep .  McDonald ' s  anti -gay resolution : : 
l "Whereas homo sexual individuals have over the last several years �re �s e d  I 

their conduct and behavior strikingly before the eye s of the public in an I • attempt to gain legitimacy , acceptance and re cogni tion under law ; the ne ed I l has arisen for this great legal bo dy ,  the Congre ss of the United States , to I l finally address thi s class and their conduct . 
I 

: .. A man ' s  own abomlnat ion agains t God may we ll be at time s a matter solely I 
1 be tween his maker and himself in the pursuit o f  eternal salvation . I 

: "It  also can be stated that no man should ever hold malice towards another . : 
I "Neverthele ss , it  i s  unequivocally clear that consensual so domy and other I 
l homo sexual acts should never be accepte d as legitimate in thi s Republic ,  nor I 
1 should the class o f  individuals who advo cate such conduct gain spe cial con- I sideration or protected status under law . I I , I I "The i dealism of thi s Republic that is embo died in its code s ,  pro tected 
t under its laws , emulated by its institutions would be clearly debased by the I 
1 acceptance o f  such action . I 

I I "The time has come , Ameri ca , to turn our hearts back to Go d and away from I I the se cular humani sm that ·has led us to thi s  day in our history . I.e t  us 
l have this turning finally take place with this issue �nd le t it begin here 1

1 1 and now .  
I : "Be it , therefore , resolved by the House of Repre sentatives ( the Senate con- I 

I t  a l s o  v i o l a t e s  the Con s t i tut ional 
guaran t e e  o f  e qual p r o t e c t i on unde r 
the l aw. McDon al d ' s  r e s o l u t ion e x ­
p l o i ts t h e  r e a l i ty t h a t  s ome p e op l e  
in th i s  coun t ry have t o  have the i r  
r i gh t s  insure d ;  c i vi l r i gh t s  don ' t  
come automat i c a l l y  t o  e ve ryone i n  
equal me asure. By de c l ar ing gay 
p e o p l e  un f i t  for " s pe c i al cons i d e r a ­
t i on o r  p r o t e c t e d  s t atus under the 
l aw , "  Ch r i s t i an Vo i ce is denying us 
the l e g i s l a t i ve means to s e cure our 
r i gh t s  and g e t  e qual p r o t e c t i on from 
h aras sment an d di s c rimina t i on. Do es 
anyone s t i l l  wonde r why the re were 
r i o t s  in S an Fran c i s c o ?  

Ano the r p o int t o  n o t i ce i n  H C R  l66 i s  
the c l e ar indi cat ion th at the g ay 
i s s ue i s  j us t  the firs t s tep in a 
who l e  p r o g r am " t o  turn . our h e arts b ack 
to God and away from the s e cu l a r  
human i s m  that h as l e d  us t o  this day 
in our h i s t o ry. " ( I  s hudde r to think 
what would h ave happened to s l ave ry , 
woman ' s  suffrage , and the Vie tnam War 
i£ the c ountry had w a i t e d  for the 

p i ous Chr i s t i an s  to do s ome thi n g  ab out 
the s e  i s s ue s .  Th ank God fo r s e cul ar 
human i s m ,  wh ateve r  i t  i s ! )  

Ob vious ly , the p e op l e  at Ch ri s t i an 
Vo i ce want the e n t i re c ount ry to s in g  
the i r  s on g ,  a n d  they me an t o  s tart b y  
mu z z l i n g  g ay p e op l e : "Le t us h ave 
th i s  turning fin a l l y  t ake p l ace w i th 
this i s s ue , "  s ays H C R  166 , " an d  l e t  i t  
b e gi n  here and now. " 

The ant i - g ay r e s o l ut i on h a s  b e en re ­
fe r re d  to the Judi c i a ry S ub comm i t t e e  
o n  Cons t i tut i onal and C i v i l  R i gh t s , 
wh i ch i s  ch a i re d ,  fo rtunate ly , b y  Don 
Edwards ( D - CA) , a s upp o r t e r  o f  the 
Nat i on a l  Gay Ri gh t s  B i l l .  I t  s eems 
un l ik e ly th at E dw ar ds w i l l  even h o l d  
he arings o n  the r e s o l ut i on .  

B u t  t h e  dan g e r  o f  H C R  166 doesn ' t  l i e 
in i t s  chances fo r p a s s age . The di ­
re c t o r  o f  the G ay Righ t s  Nat ional 
Lobby , S t e ve Ende an , fe ars that the 
McDona l d  r e s o l u t i on w i l l  p rovi de a 
r a l ly i n g  p o in t  fo r the Ch ri s t i an Vo i ce 
l obby and i t s  friends. E l e c t e d  o ffi ­
c i a l s  do r e s pond to l a rge amounts o f  
mai l , and the furo r  th at the 
Ch ri s t i an s  c an whip up ove r  HCR 166 
may s e rious l y  damage the a l re ady 
s h aky c l imate for l e sb i an and g ay 
c iv i l r i gh t s  in Con g re s s .  

Ende an i s  encoura g i n g  g ay peop l e  
and the i r  s uppo r t e rs t o  w r i t e  t o  the i r  
Congre s s ional repre s en t a t i ve s  i n  
oppo s i t i on t o  HCR 166 and in s upp o r t  
o f  t h e  Nat i on a l  G ay Righ t s  B i l l  (H. R. 
2074) . 

The vo c a l  Chr i s t i an s  h ave an i n ­
c r e d ib l e  sys tem fo r gene rat ing a 
large numb e r  o f  l e t t e r s  at a moment ' s  
no t i c e .  They � an a l s o  us e the n e twork 
o f  fundamen tal i s t  t e l ev i s ion shows , 
wh ich reporte dly re ach 30 mi l l ion 
v i ewe rs e a ch week. 

G ay p e o p l e  and the i r  fri e nds w i l l  h ave 
t o  w r i t e  a lot of l e t t e rs t o  comb at 
this re l i gi ous conglome ra t e .  

O u r  l o c a l  Con gre s s pe r s on i s  Edward 
Madi g an ; his addre s s  is 1728 Longw o r th 
Hous e O f fi ce Bui l din g ,  Wash. , D. C. 
20515. I l l i no i s ' Senators are Charl e s  
P e rcy (4321 D i rks en O f f i c e  B l dg. , Wash 
D. C .  205 10) and Adl ai E. Stevens on 
(456 Rus s e l l  O ff i c e  B l dg. , Wash : ,  D. C. 
20510) . •  

-- Fe r dydurke 

S ource s : G ay Commun i ty News ( B o s ton) 
and G ay l i fe (Ch i cago)  

curring ) it  is the sense of the Congre ss of the United States that homosexua1i l acts and the class of individuals who advo cate such conduct shall neve r re - I I ceive spe cial consideration or a pro tected status under law . " • I ..... llililllliMiillilili .. ili'ili'ili"'ili"li'lli"'llli'lii'lil•ii•lil•lil• il�il· iii' iii' "iii• 'ili'iii'lliil'lli'lii'llil'ili' Iii" ................. illllllillillM-iiiliiioiiiiilliillilli'ill'ii"ii-ii"il' .� ... iiilillilliiilimillilli_.._ .............. ...__..,_ .. ______________ •. �



National march on Washington Post-Amerikan 11 

G ays to de mo nst rate fo r rig hts 
On Oct . 14, lesbians and gay men , 
along with their supporters , w�ll . 
march on Washington, D .  C .  This will 
be the first national mass 
demonstration for equal rights by 
lesbians and gay men in history .  
Masses  o f  gay people will be there to 
shock the world into realizing just 
how large the homosexual minority 
really is . 

Planning for the march on Washington 
has been underway for s everal months . 
Although there have been disagreements 
about the specifics of  the political 
platform, the march now seems to be 
gathering momentum and unified support 
of the gay community around the 
country . 

The political demands of the march 
are : 1 )  repeal all anti-lesbian/gay 
laws ; 2 )  pass a comprehensive lesbian/ 
gay rights bill in Congress ; 3 )  issue 
a presidential executive order banning 
discrimination based on sexual 
preference in federa:i government ; 
4 )  end discrimination in lesbian 
mother and gay father custody cases ; 
and 5 )  protect lesbian and gay youth 
from any laws which are used to 
discriminate against , oppress , and/or 
harass them in their home s ,  schools , 
j obs , and social environments .  

The major  events o f  the march weekend 
include the parade and rally on Oct . 
14, the National Third World Lesbian/ 
Gay Conference Oct . 12-15 , a National 
Gay Business  Breakfast Oct . 14, an 
International Gay Sports Expo on Oct . 
13 , and Congressional lobbying visits 
on Oct . 15 . 

Two events have been recently added: 
.a meeting of the · National Democratic 
Party gay caucus on Oct . 13 ; and a 
"Night Before " disco , rock , j az z ,  
bluegrass festival . 
The Constituent Lobby Day (Oct . 15 ) 
has been added specifically to oppose 
the Mc.Donald resolution ( see  story 
elsewhere in the Post )  and to mobilize 
support for the federal lesbian/gay 
civil rights bill (H . R .  2074) . A 
spokesperson for the Gay Rights 
National Lobby announced his group ' s  
support and said that those who fear 
the march might be "too militant " 
should look at it from a different 

Joh ns Hopki ns h alts 
t r a nss exu al surgery 

B altimore , MD- - Johns Hopkins Hospital 
wi l l  no longer perform sex-change op­
erations because research done by Dr. 
John K .  Meyer fai led to indicate any 
improvement in the l i ves o f  trans­
sexuals. 

Meyer , director of the sexual b ehav­
iors consultation unit at Johns Hop­
kins , performed the first study which 
compared a group of  2 4  post-operat i ve 
transsexuals with a group of 2 6  who 
did not have surgery. "What we found , "  
Meyer sai d ,  " is that both operated 
and non- operated transsexuals im­
proved roughl y  to an equal extent and 
that , in fact , the non-operated 
group ' s  improvement was statistica l ly 
more signi ficant. " 

The report concluded that "surgical 
intervention has done nothing ob ­
j ecti ve beyond what time and psycho­
therapy can do" to " rehab i l itate" the 
soc i a l  l i fe of transsexuals. Surgeons 
at Johns Hopkins have performed ap­
proxi mately 1 0 0  sex-change operations 
since the 1 9 6 0s . O ffici als sai d  that 
2 5  to 4 0 %  of the 1 0 0  persons who visit 
the hospital ' s sexual b ehavi ors unit 
annual ly desire transsexual surgery . •  

- -Gay Communi ty 
News ( Boston) 

perspective : "It  is an effort for 
citizens to seek redress  from their 
government . As such , it is truly in 
the best American tradition. "  

gear and a toll-free number for the 
National Transportation Information 
Center has been set up to give up-to­
the-minute travel data from major 
U . S . cities to the march . *  "Planes ,  
trains , and buses  from all parts of  
the country are filling up , "  says 
Greg Carmack of the transportation 
office in Houston. 

Sales for Amtrak ' s  Gay Freedom Train 
to the march indicate that a complete 
sell-out is likely . The Gay Freedom 
Train will conduct a whistle-stop 
tour on its way to Washington, with 
rallies in 11 cities along the route . 
Feminist comedienne Robin Tyler and 
the Rev . Troy Perry , founder of the 
Metropolitan Community Church ,  will 
headline the train' s  tour . 

Organizers are now expecting seve�al 
thousands of  gay people and their 
supporters to attend the march . 
Co-ordinated travel plans are in high 

Several people from Bloomington/Normal 
--representing ISU ' s  Gay People ' s  
Alliance and the Gay Awareness/Action 
Union--will attend the march . The 
local march organizers for this area 
are jn Champaign--at Gay Illini--and 
can be reached at 333-1187 · •  

--Ferdydurke 

*Note : The toll-free number is 
800-528-7)82 � It ' s  supposed to be 
operating 24 hours a day , but I 've 
called it 10 different times recently 
and haven' t  been able to get an 
answer . 

San Jose , CA- - Just as the S�nta Cl ara 
County Board of Supervisors was about 
to vote on a non- discrimination ordi­
nance Aug. 6 ,  an earthquake shook the 
area. 

"There are no acci dents , "  shouted one 
of the more than 1 , 0 0 0  fundamental ists 
gathered to protest the ordinance. 
"The earthquake is God's hand tel l ing 
you to vote against this ordinance. " 
"Praise the Lord ! "  shouted the crowd . 

The Board of Supervisors , unmoved by 
the earthquake and the opponents a l ike ,  
voted 4 - 1 to approve the ordinance , 
which prohib its discri mination on the 
b asis of sexual preference in housing 
and employment . •  



page 12 

Lesbian mother 
• 

wi ns 
For 13 days in late June and early July 
the Sangamon County Courthouse was the 
scene of a ho tly c ontested custo dy 
suit . T�e children over . whom custody 
was being fought were three girls , ages 
15 , 8 ,  and 5 .  The girls ' father , Lee 
Z ell e ,  wanted custody o f  his daughters , 
as did their mother ,  Donna Zell e .  This 
would seem to be an o rdinary custody 
case except for one small detail : 
Donna Z elle is a l e sbian . 

Although Mr .  Zelle publicly stated 
that l e sbianism was not an issue in 
this case , the very fact that it was 
brought up by his attorney made it an 
issue . The fact that the judge , in 
his 14-page written decision, devoted 
five pages to l esbianism made it the 
issue , at l east in the eyes of the 
Court . 

Judge John Rus sell states in his 
decision, "The l e sbianism of Donna J .  
Zelle i s  an issue which the Court has 
seriously considered • • • •  Notwithstanding 
petitioner ' s  (Mr. Z ell e )  stance on 
respondent ' s  (Ms . Z elle ) l esbianism , 
the Court considers the sexual 
preference o f  the re spondent in 
determining what is in the best 
interest and welfare o f  the minor 
children . " (Parentheses added . )  

While Judge Russell may have taken 
into account the sexual preferenc e o f  
Ms . Zelle , h e  also made it clear in his 
decision that he c onsidered it an issue 
only as far as the welfare o f  the 
children was concerned . He underlined 
for emphasis Section B of the Ill inois 
Revised Statutes in Section 602 o f  
Chapter 40 which describes "the best 
interest o f  the child" and which reads , 
"The Court shall not consider conduct 
of a present or propo sed custodian 
that do es no t affect his ( sic ) 
relationship to the chil d . " 

Judge Russell tried to maintain an 
open mind throughout the hearings and 
was determined to make his decision 
based on what he considered to be the 
"best interest of the children . "  
"Whichever parent will maintain a 
whol esome and constructive relationship 
with the children and will place the 
children ' s  interests first and provide 
a stable and loving home and whichever 
home the children have a better chance 
for full development , then that is the 
home they should be reared in , " wrote 
Judge Russell . 

Thomas Emmel , attorney for Mr .  Z elle 
who acted as his own co-counsel , tried 
to prove that Mr. Z elle ' s  home was the 
best for the children . Kristen Fischer 
and Roger Marsh , attorneys for Ms . 
Zelle , tried to prove the oppo site . 
The re sult was a bitterly c ontested 
case which lasted three weeks and took 
its emotional and physical toll on 
everyone involve d .  

Expert witnesses flo oded the courtroom 
like so many spe ctators at a c ircus . 
Child psychiatrists and psychologists , 
school teachers and principal s ,  family 

.. 

counselors and social workers were 
herded in , seemingly by the thousands , 
to te stify for one o r  the other party . 
Experts on al coholism and its affect on 
the family of an alcoholic testified 
literally for days . Dr. Richard Gre en ,  
the nation ' s  foremo st authority o n  
l e sbian mothers and the children raised 
in a l esbian household, was summoned 
from New York to te stify for Ms . Zell e . 

Judge Russell not only listened 
intently to the testimony presented 
in the courtroom on the issue of 
l esbianism , but he al so sought out · 
written decisions from other similar 
cases . From the San Diego Law Review 
(Vol . 1 2 )  he quoted " • • •  Courts 
presented with custody cases involving 
l esbian mo thers have responded with · 

varying degrees  of intelligence and 
compassion . Some have decreed the 
women to be per se unfit . Others have 
declared that homo sexuality is just 
one of the relevant factors to be 
considere d .  Still others have awarded 
custody to the mother with the 
stipulation that she neither l ive 
with nor visit her lover except under 
strictly delineated circumstances . 
Only a few have recognized that 
l esbianism and l esbian relationships 
have no bearing in themselves on the 
que stion of fitne ss . " 

He al so quoted from a Washington 
decision in which " a  l esbian mother 
was gran�ed perm�ent custody of her 
three children without restriction 
on t�e relationship with her love r .  
The Judge stated that the o rder was 
based on his belief that a woman ' s  
sexual orientation is irrelevant to 
her fitness � .§: parent . A Court:­
o rdered investigation revealed that 
the children suffered no detriment in 
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the lesbian household and no peer 
harassment , "  (Underlining added by 
Judge Russell . )  

These , along with 10  other sources 
quoted by Judge Russell in his 
decision, allowed him to make the 
following statement : "The quality of 
homo sexual relationships is to be 
assessed by the same basic criteria 
which have been appl ied to 
heterosexual relationships . "  

The judge ' s  enlightened view o f  
l esbianism and his realistic opinion 
of Mr. Zelle ' s  abuse of alcohol and 
the affects of that behavior on the 
children were the two issues which were 
mo st pertinent in the determining o f  
custody of the thre e girls . ( The Ze lle 
son is 18 and had cho sen to live with 
his mother . )  

· 

After leaving everyone in suspense for 
twelve pages , Judge Russell finally 
stated his decision . " • • •  it is the 
opinion of this Court that it is in 
the best interest of ( the children) 
that they should be in the custody of 
their mother Donna J.  Zelle and she is 
hereby awarded custody o f  the minor 
children . As custodian the mo ther o f  
the minor children will provide family 
warmth and stability and parental 
support and guidance necessary for the 
development and growth of the 
children . "  

In so dec iding , Judge Russell has made 
a precedent-setting opinion . The two 
youngest children had been in the 
temporary custody o f  their father for 
18 months . Never before in this 
country , nor in any other that Ms . 
Zell e ' s  attorneys are aware o f ,  has a 
non-custo dial lesbian mother been 
awarded custody of her children. This 
decision in a minor court has 
significance in itself,  and if the 
appellate court agrees  with the 
decision of Judge Russell , this c ase 
could have--probably will have--the 
potential for reviewing and revamping 
the entire way the issue o f  le sbian 
motherhoo d  and gay fatherhoo d  is  
treated by the courts o f  this country . 

Mo st o f  the credit for Ms . Zelle ' s  
victory in this case mus t ,  in this 
write r ' s  opinion , go to her attorneys 
Kris Fischer and Roger Marsh . I 
watched them in action in the court­
room, and I was with them during the 
preparation and strategy sessions 
while they worked on the best tactics 
for winning the case . Their services 
did not come cheaply , however , and Ms • 
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fig h t  for custody 
• 
• 
•• 
• 
• 
• . zelle ' s  l egal fees alone (not counting 

the expert witness fees and court costs 
which ran in the neighborhood of 

$10 , 00 0 )  are currently in excess of 
$20 ! 0?0 ·  I f _ Mr . Zelle appeals this 
decision , which there is  l ittle doubt 
of his do ing , Ms . Zelle ' s  legal fees 
will skyro cket . 

I t  is to help Ms . Zelle and o ther e 
lesbian mothers and gay fathers engaged e 
in custody o r  visitation cases in e 
c entral Illinois  that Prairie Custody e : Action Legal Fund was established . e .Prairie CALF is  a non-profit 

, o rganization which w�ll consist mainly •
• 

o f  a rotating fund for such cases . 
The major area o f  fund-raising for • 
Prairie CALF at the moment is  the • 

· distribution and sal e  o f  "Support e 
·Lesbian Mothers " T-shirt s .  The shirts e 
are available locally at Small Change s e 
Book Store . e 

• • 
I would personally l ike to congratulatee 
Ms . Z elle for her victory in thi s  e 
decision, to thank Ms . Fischer and Mr .  e 
Marsh for their brilliant legal e effort s ,  and to commend Judge Rus sell e for do ing his part in handing down an 
enlightened de cision which has the : potential of ending at least some o f  • the oppre ssion which seems to be 
inherent in what we know as j ustice • 
in Amerika to day . . e 

--Deborah Wiatt 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

Tell it  st raight 
to IPC 

As a strong opponent of nuclear power,  
I am always on the lookout for new 
ways to tell the Illino is Power Co . 
( for the 1 00th t ime ) that I don ' t  
want nuke s !  

Many of us who are oppose d t o  nuclear 
power attend rallies ,  protests and 
demonstrat ions whenever possible to 
make our po int known . We support 
Pra irie Alliance , attend meet ings , 
and write letters to our ele cted 
officials in hope s that through leg­
islation we can create change . 

Wouldn ' t  it be nice to have a direct 
line right to IPC? Say , a hot line 
to the company pre sident himself? 
Just pick up the phone and let IPC 
know how we feel about nuclear power ? 
Imagine talking to Wendell Kelly 
( I PC Pre s . ) and having him listen and 
re spond to our individual ideas , 
thoughts , and criticisms . Fat chance ! 

We ll , each month we , the consumers , 
actually do communicate dire ctly with 
IPC . How ? Through our monthly util­
ity bills , whi ch we send to the ir 
front o ffice • 

• • • ••••• • • •• • • • •••••• •••••••••• •  • •••• 

Have you ever no ticed all that wh ite 
space that is on the front of your 
monthly bill ? Why not ke ep in touch 
with IPC each month ? Write them a 
little note about how you feel about 
nuclear power . 
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Eac� month I cho ose my favorite line 
to Jot down . For instance , "Nuclear 
power ? No thanks ! "  or "He ll no , we 
won ' t  glow ! " 

Here are some other slogans you could 
write on your IPC bill : " Choose life - ­
no nukes " ;  "Better active today than 
radioactive tomorrow" ; "Warning : nuc ­
lear power i s  hazardous to our 
heal th " ;  "nuclear power : Capi tal-
ism '  s last hurrah . "  

Even expand your imagination and draw or 
paste on your favorite antinuke 
graphic . 

You could also throw in a few positive 
i deas - -slogans on solar , tidal and 
wind power , whi ch are all safe , cheap 
and clean forms of energy . 

What purpose will this act of dis­
obe dience serve ? Well,  I ' m a be­
liever that the more we think , talk , 
and educate ourselve s and others , the 
more knowle dgeable everybody be come s 
about these important issue s . Since 
I�C customers can pay the ir utility 
bills at the lo cal banks , each time 
the bill is handle d ,  the anti-nuke 
me ssage is conveyed . I like to th ink 
that each person who come s in contact 
with the me s sage will talk to the ir 
co -workers , and that ' s  an indirect way 
to contact many people who are 
affe cted by nuclear power . Hopefully 
the se conversations will encourage 
people to che ck further into the 
issue s . 

After the bank collects the bi lls , 
they send them along to the IPC offi ce , 
where the whole pro cess begins again . 
And the same pro cess happens to tho se 
bills sent dire ctly to the I PC o ffice . 
We ll , this action and other forms o f  
pro te st let IPC know that w e  are 
watching them, that we are uniting our 
force s ,  and that we are concerne d with 
our environment and our lives . But 
the struggle is an on-going one , and w� nee d  to use every means available 
to get our message across . 

As  for nuclear power? NO THANKS ! e 

--llichael 



Support group money aids Mary Wil liams 

S in c e  the l as t  i s s ue o f  the Po s t , 
the re h ave b een a numb e r  o f  deve l o p ­
ments in the Mary Wi l l i ams ' c a s e . 
A new a t t o rne y has b e e n  appo inted to 
the case ; s upporters have r a i s e d  ove r 
$ 6 0 0  towards he r b a i l ; and Ms . 
W i l l i ams has been r e l e a s e d  from j a i l  
tw i ce . 

F o r  thos e o f  you who don ' t  know about 
the c as e , Ma ry W i l l i ams h as b e en 
charged w i th two counts o f  mu rde r and 
one coun t o f  volun t ary man s l au gh t e r  
fo l l ow in g  t h e  s h o o t ing death o f  he r 
hus b and , L e s  W i l l i ams . Ms . W i l l i ams 
was arre s t e d  one week a f t e r  the sho o t ­
in g ,  wh i ch took p l ace at h e r  ap a rtment 
i n  the e ar l y  morn i n g  hours o f  May 1 ,  
1 9 7 9 . She h a s  p l e d  not gui l ty and 
s ays that she shot to pro tect h e rs e l f  
from a pe r s on unknown t o  h e r  who was 
b re ak i n g  into her hous e . 

Mary W i l l iams was in i t i a l l y  app o i n t e d  
a l awy e r  f r o m  the Pub l i c  De fende r ' s  
o ffice . In July , a fte r s ome conce rn 
s u r face d ab out a po s s ib l e  confl i c t  o f  
i n t e r e s t ,  that l awye r w i th drew from 
the case . The court then appo i n t e d  
P aul We l ch as h e r  a t t o rney . Mr . We l ch 
has a l ready b een a c t i ve in the cas e 
and h as b een in cont act w i th the 
s uppo r t  g roup . 

A l th ough only $ 6 0 0  hes b e en r a i s e d  
t owards Mary Wi l l i ams ' b ai l , th at 
money has b ee n  used tw i c e  t o  b a i l  h e r  
o u t  o f  j a i l . In July i t  b e c ame 
app arent that Mary Wi l l i ams was h aving 
s e ve re h e a l th p rob l ems . Her do c t o r  
recommended a n  op e ra t i on t o  remove one 
of her k i dneys . In an agre ement 
worked out w i th We l ch , the S t a t e ' s  
At t o rney ' s  o f f i c e , and Judge D e a rb o rn ,  
Ms . Wi l l i ams ' bond was temp o r a r i l y  
r e duc e d  to $ 6 , 0 0 0 . He r b ond was t o  
b e  r a i s e d  t o  i t s p re vi o us f i gure o f  
$ 30 , 0 0 0  once s h e  w a s  me d i c a l l y  ab l e  
to ret urn to j a i l . Judge De arb o rn 
s a i d  that he could not p e rmanently 
re duce the b o nd b e cause of the s e r ­
i o us ne s s  o f  the ch arge s . The $ 6 , 0 0 0  
fj gure was s e t  s o  that the money 
r a i s e d  by s upporte rs woul d b e  j us t  
enough t o  make b a i l . 

Mary Wi l l i ams a s k e d  that the money 
be u s e d  at this t ime fo r . h e r  b ai l  
know ing that she woul d  on ly b e  

' 

temp o rari ly out o f  j a i l , s o  that she 
w o u l d  n o t  h ave a guard out s i de her 
h o s p i t a l  do o r .  I t  i s  t h i s  w r i te r ' s  
op i � i on that th e S t a t e ' s  At t o rney ' s  
o f fi ce went along w i th th i s  a r r ange ­
ment s o  that the county would not 
ha ve t o  p ay for Ms . Wi l l i ams' t re a t ­
ment . ( Th e  county i s  ob l i g a t e d  t o  p ay 

Don't w r ong women 
Dear Post : 

Shebet , the author of "Mary· Williams-­
The Other Side of  the Story , " asked 
Post readers to write in and express 
their opinion . Well , I 'm writing a 
letter about the Mary Williams case , 
but I 'm sure it ' s  not what Shebet had 
in mind. 

First , let me say that I understand 
why a Mary Williams Support Group was 
formed ,  and I respect and support the 
reasons given by Susie Sewell and the 
other women for the formation of their 
group . 

Second, I think that Shebet and her 
friends are not being completely 
honest about their own feelings when 
they say "we certainly have no 
intentions of downgrading or 
criticizing women in any way . " For 
they most certainly wrong women in 
saying that they "are just as capable 
of  good/bad or violence/nonviolence as 
are men, Catholics , Jaycees • • • •  " 

Shebet and her associates have been 
paying too much attention to that 
"we ' re-all-equal " bullshit they teach 
in the schools and preach from the 
sexist pulpits of this male-dominated 
country . 

The reality is that some people in our 
society have a great deal more power 
than others do--and this power provides 
these people with the opportunity and 
resources to commit a whole lot of  
violence . These people , of course , 
are primarily men, usually white , 
straight one s .  

Not only do men have greater 
opportunities and means for violence , 
but they also are encouraged and 
rewarded for being rough , tough , 
aggressive , ruthless , and all those 
other euphemisms for "violent . "  

When it comes to socially unacceptable 
violence , men also dominate (as 
always ) .  According to FBI data, as 
reported in the Statistical Abstract 
of  the u .  s . ,  84. 3% of all persons 
arrested in this country are men . Men 
commit 80% of all "serious crimes , "  
including 85% of the murders , 90% of 
the manslaughter , 87% of the aggravated 
assaults ,  and 99 - 5% of what the FBI 
redundantly calls "forcible rape . "  

To say that women are just as "capable "  
of violence as  men is t o  ignore a lot 
of  reality . 

When a woman does  step out of  her 
passive , submissive rol? and . begins 
to act like a man by being violent , 
she ' s  likely to receive a lot more 
condemnation and a lot less under­
standing . Violence by women is  not 
as ordinary , not as accepted . Men who 
beat their wives are just "managing" 
their property . Women w�o shoo� their 
husbands are also rebelling against 
the tradition of male dominance .  The 
men who uphold the legal foundations 
of this tradition are the same ones 
who bring the charges , set the bail , 
decide the sentences , and handle the 
defenses of  these women. They aren' t  
likely to look on such uppity behavior 
as husband-shooting with kindness or 
understanding . 

If Shebet and her friends are as 
unaware of the power imbalance between 
men and women as their statement 
suggests , then I can see why they 
don ' t  understand the bases for the 
Mary Williams Support Group . I hope 
that other Post readers are more 
attuned to 't'he"°very real oppression 
of women in this country and will come 
to the support of one woman who 
obviously needs help in battling the 
sexist forces that want to keep her 
in jail . 

Sincerely , 
Many men in our culture make a lot of 
money and get a lot of admirati?n for Robert Funk 
being violent--we call them police ,  . 
soldiers , professional athletes . While 
it ' s  true that women participate in 
sports , very few , if any , can be found 
"playing" the really :riolent ones-- . 
football , hockey , boxing , rugby . While· 
it ' s  true that some women are in the 
military and on police forces , they are 
generally not permitted to . engage in 
killing, shooting , or bea�ii;g _ prisoners . These  are activities for 
the men. 

for me d i c a l  t re a tment o f  i t s p r i s on ­
e rs . )  

Mary W i l l i ams l e ft j ai l  and ent e re d  
the h o s p i t a l  o n  July 24. S h e  h a d  one 
k i dney r emove d and recupe rated w e l l .  
The firs t week o f  Augus t ,  h e r  do c t o r  
re l e as e d  h e r  from the hos p i t a l , 
s ay i n g  that as long as the j a i l  was 
c l e an an d coul d p rovide h e r  a p l a c e  to 
r e s t ,  h e  s aw no re a s on why she cou l d­
n ' t  return . Ms . W i l l i ams ' b a i l  
was imme d i a t e ly raj s e d  t o .  $ 30 , 0 0 0  
and she re t u rn e d  t o  j ai l  the s ame day . 

Dur i n g  the s e cond week in Au gus t , Mary 
W i l l i ams b e g an fee l in g  i l l  ag ain . T�e 
b on d  t r i ck was us e d  once more and the 
s uppo rt money b a i l e d  he r out to ret urn 
to the hos p i t a l  fo r t re atment of a k i d ­
ney infe c t ion . She re turned t o  j a i l  
on Aug . 2 0  and i s  aw a i t in g  t ri a l ,  t e n ­
t a t i ve ly s ch e dul e d  on t h e  S ep t .  j ury 
c a lendar . e  

- - Sus i e  Sewe l l  

Prisoner 
appreciates Post 

Dear Post : 

'U 0 (ll c+ 

Cl1 CD 'd c+ CD !3 o' (1) 11 

I am just writing you a few words in 
appreciation of the fairness and 
support that you have shown concerning 
the pending law suits that I now have 
in the circuit court in Pontiac . I 
agree with you 100% about the way that 
the Pantagraph , as well as the Pontiac 
leaders handled their articles about 
these suits . 

Respectfully submitted ,  
Paul W .  Tedder C-73372 
Pontiac Correctional 
Center 
P . O .  Box 99 
Pontiac , Il . 61 764 

Po st note : This letter refers to an 
article , "Pantagraph triviali zes 
prisoner ' s  lawsuits , "  in the August 
Po st -Amerikan . The lawsuits concern 
conditions at the Pontiac Prison . 
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Don't1 squash support for Mary Williams 

Try to 
understand 

Mary Williams 
Shebet via the Posts 

I was distressed to read your article 
opposing the Mary Williams Support 
Coalition in the last edition of the 
Post. Nowhere do you try to under­
stand Mary Williams' position. 

Although you clarify that you do not 
see Les Williams as a "mean" man 
deserving to die , the maj or thrust o f  
your article i s  that Mary Williams is 
a "mean" woman who deserves to ro t in 
j ail. 

You try to alienate readers from Mary 
Williams .  You say 1 " • • •  any woman who 
could shoot her husband (or anyone ) in 
the face c ould pro bably find it e asy 
enough to tell even bold-faced lies." 
Here you are implying that the act of 
killing has turned Mary Williams into 
a monster who will not hesitate to  
commit other horrendous acts. In so 
doing you are feeding the myth that 
" criminals " are a special c at egory o f  
people , different from you and me. 
This is not true. The forc e s  that 
landed Mary Williams in jail are the 
same forces that coul d  land you o r  me 
in j ail and turn u� into " c riminals." 

Dear Post , 

There were a number of things that 
disturbed me about Shebet ' s  arti cle 
in the last Post about the work the 
Mary Williams support c?alit�on is 
doing. One of these things is the 
unqualified support Shebet , and 
other friends who didn't even know 
Les and Mary, are giving to Le-s�­
Williams' children. The part of 
that support I can't agree with is 
the attempt to squash support for 
Mary Williams . 

I think I can understand why Les's 
kids might be too angry and sad to 

·be able to have any compassion at all 
for Mary Williams . And I'm glad they 
have friends who are there to take 
care of them when they really need it. 
But one of the things I hope for from 
my friends when I'm real emotional 
and i n  a bad place is that they help 
me see things I can't get to r ight 
then by myself. 

What? 
Dear Post-Amerikan1 

If the De ity were an immense Duck 
capable o nly of e mitting an e ternal 
quack, we of course should all

.
have 

been born web-foote d ,  each as infal­
lible as the Pope , nor ever have be en 
at the expense and bother of swimming 
s cho ols. 

Yrs , 
H. J • 

I know that when a tragedy as big and 
as personal as Les's death must be for 
his kids hits you, it's much more 
satisfying to be angry at and to blame 
one real-live individual person rather 
than blaming and being angry at 
something much more abstract and hard 
to get revenge on , like "the system" 
or the patriarchy or �ociety or 
whatever. 

· 

However, I don't think a lie or a. 
half-truth is a very good basis on 
whi ch to give support to a friend. 
And I think the, truth about the death 
of Les Williams is a complicated 
truth, no matter what you believe 
about what happened the n ight Les 
died. It is harder but more honest 
to see that Mary Williams is not alone 
in her responsibility for Les's death, 
and that she too deserves caring and 
support . 

I fully understand that those people 
who were close to Les might not be 
able to give that support to Mary , but 
I think that anyone who can should not 
be interfered with. 

Andrea 

.:I 
a..a 
l'ri&h� 
ii I'. Fi'� 
I: (11\t .. il.ut.&t 
tM LiJ.erati.,, 
OF' all Vl"at'\ 
al'MI Jo vict1rY 
is ltlrl\ even in 
+1ee darkest haurJ 

cpf /hlomen: a jou'l'Y/.aZ of Ziberation 

You try to al ienate the readers and 
Mary Williams from her woman-experience. 
You say: " • • •  the o nly reason for all 
this concern about Mary Williams' fate 
is the simpl e fact that she is a 

r-----------------1 What if ... 

weren't 
society 

violent? 
woman • • • •  " Shebet , being a woman in 
our soci ety is never a " simple fact." 
Mary Will iams i s  in the bind she's in 
today precisely because she is a woman. 

Mary Williams l ives in a sexist society 
where women are robbed o f  their 
strength , the ir independenc e ,  their 
power. Women are taught no t to value 
themselves; their men and children 
always come first. 

And men know this. They are rais ed in 
this same sexist society and are taught 
to exercise power over women. They 
learn that they can rape , batter , and 
humil iate women and get away with it. 
Society i s  on their side! 

In your article , Shebet , you discard 
as irrel evant the fact that Mary 
Williams was physically abused by her 
husband. Although that i s  only o ne 
way in whi ch she was degraded and 
terrorized in her life , it  i s  an 
important fac t  because it contributed 
to  Mary Williams' being s cared. At 
the time that Le s was sho t ,  Mary 
Will iams was l iving alone with her 
children and that scared her , too. 
And rightly so , for women are sub j e c t  
t o  attack , no t only from m e n  they know 
(l ike their husbands ) but from strange 
men as well. 

Mary Williams is al so poor, Just as 
sexism i s  a weapon used by thi s  s ociety 
to make women powerless , so is poverty. 
Sexism programs women to marry and 
mother and re stricts access  to 
contraceptive s and abortions. So Mary 
Williams i s  not the only woman who i s  
p o o r  and trying t o  support herself and 
five children. It is impossible for a 
woman with five children and no access 

L-----------------� 

to daycare to find a job. So her 
choices  for survival are to d�pend 
wel fare , or to depend on some man. 
say that i s  no choice! 

fr 

on 
I 

Poverty helpe d  trap Mary Williams in a relationship where she was scared and powerle ss. Now poverty i s  keeping her l?ck�d behind bars. Even though Mary Williams has not yet been tried,  she 
has spent several months in jail 
be?ause she

.
do�sn't have the money for 

?ail. She i s  in prison because she 
is poor! 

Shebet , Mary Williams deserves all of 
our support because thi s  so ciety is out 
to punish her for being a poor wo man. 
I f  you can't support Mary Williams 
because you feel pain at the death of 
Les Williams , fine. But don't try to 
s�op the support Mary Williams so 
rightfully de serve s and needs! 

Luma Nichol 

Dear Po st: 

On the anniversary of Maldive ' s  in­
dependence , 14 yrs. ago to day ( July 
26 1979 ) , I ' m  writing this no te in 
re �ponse to Shebe t's article in the 
August issue of the Post. 

I support Mary Williams. I think 
you ' ve ( Shebe t )  got a lot of emot ions 
float ing around that hurt you and the 
I.es Williams friends and family a lot. 

I don't care if Mary Williams is an 
"unfit" mother. I don't care if 
Les Williams was an "abus ive" hus ­
band. 

What I do care about is living in a 
no n-vi olent community . Your arti cle 
was one of the mo st violent , abus ive 
pie ces  of trash I ' ve ever read, 

Mary Williams is the person in jail. 
Mary Williams is the woman with no 
money and no way to de fend herse lf 
against her murder charge s and your 
charge s of being a terrible person. 

I have some "what if" que st ions for 
you. 

What if: 

--Mary W illiams didn ' t  live in a 
socie ty where vi olence was the only 
way she could be heard? 

--Mary Williams di dn't come from a 
so cie .ty where you judge d "fitness " 
for parenthoo d  AFTER the kids are 
born ? 

- -We all re laxed and gave life a 
chance to be worth living instead of 
an eternal struggle ? 

j .n • 
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You may be 
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1n the army soon 
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There are eight bills pending in Congress to re­
vive the draft. Most of them require registra­
tion to begin this year. 

Three of the bills include women. Two require 
induction of up to 200, 000 persons into the Army's 
Individual Ready Reserve. Two move the Sel­
ective System to the Dep<:1rtment of Defense, thus 
giving the control of such issues as the status 
of conscientious objectors to the Pentagon. None 
of the bills allows for educational or related de­
ferments. (See the adjoining chart for specific 
data on the pending proposals. ) 

Why all this interest in a revived draft at this 
time? Well, the military claims that the volun­
teer army is a "failure." Their arguments (if 
you can call them that) assume, however, a 
major war in Europe, Asia, Africa or the Mid­
dle East, fought without nuclear weapons and re­
quiring a great number of American soldiers to 
be shipped overseas. For such a war, they 
claim, the all-volunteer force would be inade­
quate to defend U. S. interests. 

It's clear that the volunteer army is "inadequate" 

---------------------

Lohoto1nies for retirees 

The retirement plan for ex-CIA agents 
doesn't merely include the usual -
civil-service pension, but may include 
brain surgery and drug-induced amnesia 
as well. 

According to a 1952 interoffice memo 
at the CIA's Langley, Va., head­
quarters, "disposing of blown agents, 
exploited defectors and defective 
trainees" is a major security problem 
for the secrecy-obsessed spy agency. 
"Prefrontal lobotomy," suggested_ the 
memo, "could be applied to individuals 
the agency was no longer concerned 
with in the overseas area on an exper­
imental basis." Other documents show 
that the agency at the time had a 
program for developing "chemicals" 
that would cause amnesia •• 

only if the U.S. decides to again play policeman 
of the world. The job of defending the country 
against attack could be done with less than a 
third of the present military budget and personnel 
--and the volunteer force is more than adequate 
for this task. 

A large standing army and the existence of the 
draft enables the U.S. to easily get involved in 
wars like Vietnam. If the draft mechanism had 
been abolished after the Korean War, one man, 
President Johnson, could not have sent thousands 
of troops to Vietnam without public or congress­
ional approval. Because the draft already 
existed, there was no public debate over whether 
it was worth drafting young men to fight in a war 
thousands of miles from hoine. 

Who will be drafted? 

While the various Congressional proposals differ, 
young people ages 18-26 and possible as old as 

30 will most likely be drafted. 

Traditionally the draft has hit hardest the poor 
and minority youth. There is no indication that 
the current proposals would change this 
tendency. 

A future draft will have few exemptions. Further, 
at least two of the current bills would waive the 
Privacy Act, allowing the Selective Service to 
register people through use of school records, 
social security numbers, and driver's licenses. 

The f raud 

of national service 

Some draft advocates have proposed the idea 
of "national service. 11 These plans would have 
every young person from age 17 on give one, 
two, or more years to the military or some al­
ternative service at subsistence wages. 

But "national service" turns out to be nothing 
more than a positive name for forced labor. 
Young people WC?Uld provide cheap labor for 
government projects and public institutions, 
helping to keep costs down (and profits and 
wages up for t]:ie people in charge) and possibly 
replacing unskilled workers who now do this 
kind of work for higher pay. 

But the ultimate fraud of "national service" is 
that in case of war or any emergency declared 
by the military everyone could be switched 
into the armed services. This means that 
"national service" is virtually the same as the 
draft. In fact, it may be worse, since all 
young people would have to give up some years 
of their lives to support military adventures 

Need a book pack to 
carry all your books? 

Stop by - Wildcountry 

at 203 S. Linden, 
Between Pet Supply 
and Shutter Shack 

N·ormal 
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10-e BAT. 

203 S. Linden, 
Normal 

452-0222 

_ abroad or waste and inefficiency i� public pro­
jects at home. 

What you can do 
Many of these proposals have been introduced 

_ with little public attention. Since most of the 

bills require registration to begin soon, action 
to stop the revival of the draft must be taken 
now. Here is a list of things you can do: 

l. Write immediately to your U.S. Senators and 
the Representative in your congressional dis­
trict. 

2. Write letters to your local newspapers. 

3. Raise the question in organizations that you 
belong to; get the organization to go on record 
to the Congress and the media. 

4. If you are a student, get your student govern­
ment to take a stand. Send resolutions to the 
media and Congress. Organize demonstrations, 
teach-ins, leafle�ting campaigns--anything to 
call attention to the issue. 

5. Write or call the Coalition Aga:inst Regis­
tration and the Draft, Room 305, 343 S. Dear­
born, Chicago IL 60604 (312) 663-1664). Obtain 
anti-draft packets ($1. OO)and utilize the speak­
ers bureau of this organization. 

Time is short and the danger is great. Amer­
icans must move quickly to defeat this danger­
ous legislation.• 

Other anti-draft 
organizations 

Central Committee for Conscientious Objectors 
2016 Walnut 
Philadelphia, Penn. 19103 

"Look at 'em! Out there by the thouslftdl­
mUlng around. God, what 1111 opportunity!" 

War Res isters League 
339 LaFayette Street 
New York, N. Y. 10012 

Women Strike for Peace 
201 Massachusetts Ave., N. E. 
Suite 102 
Washington, D. C. 20002 

Local action 

---------------------------------------------------------

People interested in doing anti-draft activities 
locally, please call Scott Tillman, 382-2892, 
any time on weekends or after 5 weekdays. 

- Bill number 
and sponsor: 

H. R. 1901 
Montgomery 
� 

H.R. 2078 
Wilson (TX) 

H. R. 2404 
Montgomery 
(MS) and 10 
others 

H. R. 2500 
Nichols (AL) 

s. 109 
Byrd (VA) 
Nunn (GA) 

s. 228. 
Morgan (NC) 

H.R. 23 
Bennett (FL) 

Pending draft legislation 
Registration 
to begin: 

90 days from 
enactment 

between 
7/1/79 and 
6/30/81 

within 90 days from 
enactment 

by l/l/81 

within 120 
days from 
enactment 

by 10/1/79 

by 10/1/79 

Includes 
women: 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

No 

No 

No 

Waives privacy Induction 
act (and permits of 200, 000 
SSS to obtain in Ready 
info. from IRS, Reserve by 
schools, social lottery: 
securi etc. : 
No Yes 

No No 

No Yes 
(men only) 

No No 

No No 

Yes No 

Yes No 

Status of 
Selective 
Service 
System: 

Independent 

No change 

Independent 

Under Defense 
Dept. until 
induction 
begins 
No change 

No change 

Under Defense 
Dept. 

National Service Bill (pending in House committees on Armed Services, Education and Labor, and Veterans' Affairs): H. R. 2206 

Sponsored by Mccloskey (CA) and ten others. 

Requires all men and women to register at age 17, and at age 18 to choose one of the following: 
l. 2 years military service (in return could receive 4 years of educational benefits) 
2. 6 months active duty and 5 1/2 years in reserves 
3. I year civilian service 
4. take chance of being drafted in a lottery for two years active military duty and 4 years in reserves (if drafted, would receive 2 years 
educational benefits) 

Appropriations for Selective Servi:e
. 

(pending in ;ro�se
. 

and �ena:e A_P�ropriations Subcommittees) 
1. Request to increase 1979 appropriation of $7. 04v m1lhon b} $1. 1 m1lhon 

2. Request to appropriate $9. 8 million for fiscal year 1980. 

--Coalition Against Registration and the Draft 

Midwest action 
Recognizing the need to bring people together 
in order to effectively organize against the 
reinstatement .of the driµt, the Progressive 
Student Coalition of Northwestern University 
and the Chicago Coalition Against Registration 
and the Draft, are jointly undertaking a 

MIDWEST CONFERENCE AGAINST THE DRAFT 
NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY 
EVANSTON, ILLINOIS 
FRIDAY, SATURDAY, AND SUNDAY, OCT. 

19, 20, and 21 

For information about the conference, write: 

CARD 
343 S. Dearborn 
Suite 305 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 

I ""VV'elcome back students 

/gait au 
lcvoul� 

OITA.RS� l.�STRUC.T\o:...--...,;,,,1' 
105 Broadwa1 NOf'mal 452·9412 
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The airways are getting jammed with 
Christ: it's gotten so a wistful 
degenerate like yours truly can't turn 
on the tube without stumbling over 
some Christian hypester, some 
proselytizing Protestant. I dunno 
about you, but I'm getting pretty sick 
of it, too: try looking for a decent 
late-night movie in Bloomington and 
what do you get? Evangelical slickies 
and Atlanta ag shows! It's enough to 
drive a person to reading. 

Face it, if a person wants to be 
religious they don't need churches-­
let alone megawatt transmitters. 
Religion is supposed tl>o be personal 
and homely (Christian religion 
anyway), shamless and unaffected. Try 
telling that to the Jesus moguls. 

Now, I can understand some folks' need 
for some brand of mystical faith, and 
I'm willing to accept it as long as 
they don't try to cram said mystical 
belief down my throat. I can even 
take Sunday services on the tube as 
long as there's at least one station 
with something classier on (Voyage to 
the Bottom of the Sea reruns, say). 
But things are definitely getting 
out of control. 

Christianity is big bizness now, just 
like MacDonald's, and it's getting 
harder and harder to shut out their 
noxious ads: you can't stay in the 
kitchen making snacks forever. Say 
what you will about Moonies and 
Buddhies, but to my mind there's 
nothing creepier than a TV closeup of 
some blow-dried, white-suited, 
born-againer, grinning with the 
odious superiority of the "truly 
saved." Only a feminine deodorant 
commercial can match it for true 
tastelessness, and they at least 
are mercifully brief. 

The '70s have been a decade of 
increased communications savvy, and 
the Jesus moguls have gone for their 
slice of savvy with gusto. Where 
Christian hucksterism was once 
primarily limited to true cross sales 
and church building funds, the stakes 
have been upped. Today it's 
satellites and Our Own Television 
Station ·as well as K-Tel country hymn 
record sets. It's "Family Television" 
as opposed to bad �ld nasty network 
television. 

Beats passing around a wicker basket 
on Sundays. 

For most Bloomington-Normalites, first 
word of proposed channel 4 3  came 
through the Penny Saver in the form of 
a glossy folded pamphlet. "Let's 
build a First Class Family TV station 
fo: Central Illinois," the pamphlet 
said, and closer examination revealed 
what "first class family teevee" 
meant: "Children's programs, public 
affairs, news, Christian Programs, 
Sports, Entertainment, Special 
Events." Outside of an unusual order 
(and a rather strange priority for 
capitalization: why was "Christian 
Programs" capitalized and not "public 
affairs"?), the description didn't 
sound that different from anything 
else local viewers were getting. 
What made it different? 

One thing: a local religious 
connection. Channel 43 was the 
creation of the "Grace Communications 
Corp.," a corporation with strong 
links to Peoria's Grace 
Presbyterian Church. Six of the 
proposed station's seven-man board 
of directors are members �the 
church, while the board's president 
is Rev. Bruce Dunn, Grace's senior 
pastor. Dunn and the church are the 
fiscal force behind Peoria's channel 
13, which broadcasts on a less 
ambitious range. 

Dunn is also a notorious anti­
Catholic, who reportedly denounced 
the presidency of John Kennedy 
because the former president was 
Catholic. Sounds like your typical 
fair-minded Christian type. It's 
worth noting that when fur started 
flying about the proposed station's 
anti-Catholic bias, no attempt was 
made to deny Denn was a bigot. 
Instead, General Manager Sam Wagner 
rabbited on about "contacting" a 
representative of the Peoria Catholic 
diocese. 
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So "Family Television" is religious 
television--with or without the papal 
bull. But don't cable viewers in 
Bloomington-Normal already get their 
share of that? An informal survey of 
the week's listings (conducted by 
fellow P-Aer Ferdyduke) reveals a 
little over 60 hours of credited 
religious television. And that 
doesn't include uncredited talk show 
appearances, country music shows 
(which make a point of including 
at least one "inspirationa·l" number) 
or cable channel 8, the Christian 
satellite station which broadcasts 
at all hours. Me, I have trouble 
finding an hour's decent watching a 
night, and these clowns are all over 
the airwaves! 

Ah, but 43 is local religious 
television, and therein lies the big 
dif between it and 8's satellite 
network. Instead of all that ad, 
promo and donation money going to 
some smiley southerner, the Gracers 
in Peoria get it. Small wonder that 
Dunn and Co. have been pushing to 
get the money to start 43 as soon as 
possible. In order to get licensed 
from the FCC, Grace Communications 
needs to show sufficient financial 
backing--which translates into 
$500,000 in solicited donations from 
area residents. 

One of the most basic advertising 
principles going is this: if jou 
wanna sell something your customer 
doesn't need, spend money making them 
think they need it first. Which 
is precisely what the entrepreneurs 
at Grace Communications have done. 
They've plugged the hell out of 
channel 43, decrying the need in 
Bloomington-Normal for "family 
programming." (Or as General Manager 
Wagner puts it, programming that 
conforms with "Christian-Judaic moral 
guidelines that built the country 
and is ((sic)) the strengthening 
factor for the family.") That 43's 
"family programming" doesn't sound a 
shred different from what local 
consumers have already doesn't seem 
to bother these moral salestypes at 
all. There's money to be made! 

This distinction between so-called 
family programming and mainstream 
network teevee is totally ersatz to 
begin with. For every half hour of 
Soap there are two hours of Eight 
� Enough, after all. �nd even Soap-­
as risque as it allegedly is--is a 
strongly pro-family program. (In last 
season's final episode, for instance, 
Jessica Tate faced down demonic 
possession by calling on the strength 
of her family. You can't get any more 
pro-family unity than that!) 

The innuendo comedies, the main bane 
of the moral nay-sayers, are at base 
as conventional as any family show. 
Jack Rider may want to get past 
Chrissie's skimpy nightie, but we all 
know he never will. It's a brand of 
comedy as old as sexual repression and 
as Puritanical as Jimmy Swaggart . 



Reed in heaven? 
And the i nnuendo c omedies , des pite a 
brief medi a  flurry , are real ly 
minority programming. Much more 
dominant are the s l apsti ckees , the 
warmedies ( an i ndustry word for s hows 
l ike E i ght is Enough , whi ch c omb ine 
l i ght comed)Twith sentimental fami ly 
drama) and the cop shows . Now , I 'm 
s ure that hardl iners in the " fami ly 
programming" camp would argue that 
c op s h ows , whi ch dep ict crime and 
v i ce ons creen , are hardly suitab le 
viewing for ch i l dren . But I h ave to 
wonder how many o f  them wou l d  b e  
wi l l in g  t o  go a weel<WI"thout a least 
one car chase f i x .  Not many I bet .  

And bes i des , what k ind o f  entertain­
ment do 43's s pokes folks o f fer in 
p l ace o f  network televi s i on? Let's 
go b ack over their l i st again: 
there's s p orts ( already i n  abundance 
on network televi s i on) , news and 
pub l i c a f fairs ( d itto) , the Chr i s t i an 
stuff , kids' programs and two 
s omewhat vague categories , 
"enterta inment" and " spec i a l  events . "  
What do these l ast two encompass ? 
Ol d network televisi on! 

According to Genera l  Manager Wagner , 
s ome o f  the shows slated for pos s ib le 
s yndi c ated run on 4 3  include " La s s ie," 
" Leave It to Beaver" and " F ather Knows· 
Best . "  Anyone who's s pent a day home 
s i ck knows that retread tubefare i s  a 
s taple on daytime televi s ion , wh i l e  
indy Chi - town stations 9 and 44 al s o  
f i l l  the hours b etween ni ghttime 
s p orts events with mo l dy o ld ies . Who 
needs more ? There's already enough 
b lack - and- white yok material  to 
s ati s fy the mo st dieh ard E i s enhower 
era comedy b u f f. " Leave I t  to 
Beaver , "  for example , has s urfaced 
on 44's l ineup with depres s ing 
regul arity . 

As for chi l dren's programming , the 
Grace mavens seem to be i gnoring not 
j ust the strenuo us ly p o l iced S aturday 
morning chi ldren's show l i neup , the 
ear ly prime time warmed ies and 
innocuous comedy pro grams s uch as 
� D)ys ( another b i g  fami ly 
l)()(:)Ster , the afternoon weekday k i ds' 
spec i a l s  and sugar- s e l l ing series 
l i ke C aptain Kangaroo , they a l s o  
i gnore the hours of excel lent 
ch i l dren's pro gramming o ffered on 
Pub l i c  Bro adcas ting . 

In s h ort , it's a sham .  Grace's 4 3  
does n't o f fer anyth ing that isn't 
already in abundance on l o c a l  
televi s i on unles s  it's the spectac le 
of Reverand Dunn h imsel f speaking 
into the camera . Dunn has tried to 
deny any s im i l arities with the 
stri dent evangel i ca l  types already 
on view , but former 4 3  manager Mike 
Mik�l s on h as characteri zed the g o o d  
reverend a s  " fundamental i st . "  

According to Mikel s on al s o ,  contracts 
have already been s i gned for 
"evange l i c a l  Protestant b orn-again 
Christian pro grams " to be aired over 
43. Dunn has res ponded that only 2 0 %  
o f  airtime woul d b e  s lotted for s uch 
programming , b ut that's sti l l  a 
s i zab le b l ock o f  ec c les iastical  
adtime . Too , the Gracers never s ay 
when th i s  2 0 %  i s  s upposed to b e  
s cheduled . I'm wagering they'd go for 
the b i g gest viewing per io d .  

And pers onal ly , I don't c are what the 
exact timbre o f  43's rel i gi ous 
ranting i s - - I  don't want to watch .any 
o f  it. 

Wh i ch brings us to a final questi o n .  
Who , i f  channel 43 i s  fin a l ly 
l i cens ed ,  does the station s uppl ant 
over B l o omington - Normal's c ab l e  
system? A s  it now s tands , the cab le 
VHF l ine i s  wel l ni gh ful l . I n  
fact , when Telecab le brought in its 

own heav i l y - touted l ine- up o f  new 
stations ( channel 8's Christian 
s ate l l ite network , the wandering 
U . P . I .  ch annel and l ate ni ght Atl anta , 
Georgi a's "s uper station" ) , two 
" dup l i cate" network stations got 
dumped from the l ine: NBC's 15/ 2 0  
and ABC's 1 7 . Ch annel 17 reappears 
whenever ABC channel 19 dec i des to 
a ir s ometh ing other than its regular 
network c ommitment- - at l east it's · 

Blue Sky/apf 

s ulposed to (in practice,  the 
Te ecable fo lks aren't a l ways alert 
to th i s  'un) - -b ut 15/2 0 i s  long gone . 
I mi s s  their movies . 

Presently , there are two more network 
dupers , and one o f  them i s n't rea l ly 
a l l  that i dentical:  two CBS stations 
( 3  and 31) and two PBS s tati ons 
(12 and 47) . The PBS s tations vary 
quite a b it as far as s chedul ing 
goes and- - in my b i ased unchri stian 
opinion- - are more val uab le than any of 
the other stat ions on the l ine- up .  
Just the pos s ib i l ity that one o f  them 
mi ght be rep l aced by reruns o f  
"Lassie" and Presbyterian propaganda 
is appal l ing . 

Grace's first fun d - ra i s in g  drive 
di dn't meet the F C C - required deadl ine 
its organ i zers hoped it'd make . To 
get their new God station going as 
s o on as they coul d ,  the Gracers needed 
to ra ise their $50 0 , 0 0 0  by mid-August . 
Instead they were only ab le to ra i s e  
ab out $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  from their p amph let 
and ad campaign . Former manager 

Mikels on's c omments ab out Dunn and the 
stati on's b i as were pub l i c i zed in the 
very midst o f  Grace's campa i gn ,  and 
perh aps these had an effect on the 
fund - ra i s ing . 

I l ike to th ink , though , that local  
fo lks rea l i zed that they j ust don't 
need the s tation,  that they're wi s in g  
up as t o  j us t  how shady a l o t  o f  thes e 
Jes us s e l l ers are , that they're j ust 
p� ain

_
tired of seeing faith pus hed 

like it was a new brand o f  disposab l e 
douche . I may b e  godles s , b ut I 'm an 
optimi s t .  

Dunn and h i s  cohorts are sti l l  
pushing for contrib s ,  though; another 
FCC deadline is in the future . That's 
another b as i c advertis ing principle: 
b e  pers i s tent and don't go away . •  

- - BSherman 



Defective casks Post-Amerikan 20 

bring radioactivity to Morris 
Poison from all over the country comes 
right here to Morris, Illinois, home 
of the biggest dumping ground for 
nuclear wastes in the nation. The 
poison is in the form of nuke plants' 
spent fuel rods, which are so radio­
active even after they're spent that 
no one knows what to do with them. 
Like so many Amerikan poisons, they 
come in cans. 

The cans, called casks, are supposed 
to keep the poison from leaking out. 
That's why they cost $1t million each. 

And like so many expensive Amerikan 
products, they don't work. A Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission inspector found 
that the manufacturer of the casks 
had altered the design 1n a way that 
made them warp. 

The shippers had already bought the 
casks. In fact, some poison from 
Wisconsin had already been shipped to 
Morris in March in those defective 
casks, and 52 more shipments were on 
their way from California to Morris, 
due to arrive here in mid�July. 

The NRG halted the shipments. The 
shippers stuck the casks together with 
chewing gum--no, really they rigged up 
some copper plate shields and welded 
them on the casks, hoping that would 
meet safety requirements. They 
started off for Morris again. 

But when the NRG really looked, they 
found a bunch of stuff wrong with 
these casks. The NRG prohibited their 
use. Ironically, several protesters 
who tried to block trucks carrying the 
Wisconsin shipment to the Morris dump 
are now on trial for disorderly 
conduct. Anti-nukers followed the 
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SIDE GLANCES by Gill Fox 
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"It's so isolated and idyllic it makes you suspect there's a nuclear dumping ground just beyond the trees!" 

trucks carrying the junk in the 
defective casks and reported what they 
saw on the way from Wisconsin to 
Morris. They saw one truck go through 
Lacrosse at rush hour, past a school­
yard full of children, over a bridge 
which has a reputation for being old 
and rickety. The truck went over the 
speed limit. At one point along the 
way , the drivers went into a truck­
stop to eat, leaving the truck 
unguarded with the windows open. 

These practices seemed dangerous to · 

the anti-nukers, and they didn't even 
know at the time that the casks were 
leaky as nervous Republicans. 

• 
• • • • 

Statistics from the U. S. Dept. of 
Transportation reveal that over the 
last 5-year period, three radiation 
shipment accidents occurred every 
two weeks. 

For now, the California-to-Morris 
shipment is stopped, probably sitting 
on an earthquake fault oozing 
radiation into the ground water 
somewhere. 

Meanwhile, in Chicago, the Department 
of Energy is holding hearings on the 
possibility of making Morris the 
national, and possibly international, 
waste site and reprocessing plant. 
This could mean up to 2900 truckloads 
of spent fuel to Morris per year •• 

Thanks to 
Mobilization 
for Survival 
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Unlimited front money for holy rads Post-Amerikan 21 

Post finds god; full-life mall comes to B-N 

The Christian Broadcasting Network plans to 
make a substantial offer for Post-Amerikan 
stock in a merger deal that involves financial 
agreements with both Bloomington and Normal 
city governments, sources close to the Ear of 
God revealed Thursday. 

If the deal goes through a $10. 6 million 
publishing-motel-restaurant-department store 
complex will be built on the west side of

. 

town. 

The new complex, tentatively called the 
Post-Amerikan Timberwood Full-Life Mall, 
will be half in Normal and half in Bloomington. 

Present plans call for the dividing line between 
the two cities to run through the High-Voltage 
Household Appliances Department and the 
Ladies' Restrictive Clothing Boutique and 
down the middle of the private sauna for 
members of the Post-Amerikan board of 
directors. 

The unusual siting of the propof?ed complex is the 
result of threats by both city councils to go to 
war if the other town got the whole complex. 
Normal recently purchased two F-15 fighter­
bombers from Lockheed. 

"God's been thinking about getting into the radical 
biz for several weeks, and you know how He 
likes to do things in a big way, " said one 
source who reportedly has seen God's Nose 
twice. "He thinks radicalism has got really 
exceptional growth potential. " 

The C hristian Broadcasting Network (CBN) is 
the North American franchised subsidiary of the 
God Corp. which is 98 per cent owned by God 
Himself. 

Two key factors in the proposed merger have been 
subjects of negotiations with Twin City officials 
in recent weeks. 

Bloomington city officials are apparently 
finalizing arrangements for payments of $75, 000 
to the owners of the proposed site of the proposed 
complex and of $1. 2 million to the Bishop of 
Peoria for planning services. 

The land in question is held by the Merwin-Rust­
Hundman Trust, which is administered by 
Bloomington Federal Savings & Loan .. Jack 0. 
Snyder, the local developer who already has a 
number of major department stores to his 
credit in St. Peter's book, is reported to be the 
silent partner. 

Neither the payment to the trust nor to the bishop 
would guarantee construction of the proposed 
complex, but Bloomington might get some of the 
money back in the form of federal disaster 
relief loans following an as yet unspecified act of 
God. 

Mayor Richard Buchanan supports payment of 
the two fees, which he calls front money. The 
mayor cited the precedent of a $50, 000 planning 
grant given last July 23 to itinerant promoters 
of a possible motel-convention center. 

HAPPINESS! �OU l(NQ\lil: 
PIFp: OF MIN� 5ELF­
Sftll SfRCTIQ t.1, JOY � T 
THE MERE THDU&HT OF LIFE/ 

"You've got to give a little to get a little in this 
country, " City Manager William Vail agreed. 

"Besides, He owns everything in the end any­
way. " 

In Normal, the key factor is whether the town 
will issue the $400 million in tax-free bonds 
that CBN wants to finance the $10. 6 million com­
plex. 

"It's well above my limit, 11 Mayor Richard God­
frey sagely noted. The mayor has advocated a 
$2 million "floor" on projects involving tax-free 
bonds in order to keep the riff-raff out. "You 
just can't get any bigger than God. " 

Godfrey said that the extra $389. 4 million in 
bonds over the actual cost of the complex would 
be used to finance graft until construction 
actually begins. Similar arrangements have 
been made in the past, though never for more 
than twice the cost of the project. 

FERR YOLl1RE BEIN & 
FArET1aus, SIR' 

The mayor expects the complex to produce sales 
tax

-
revenue for the town to be able to hire a 

fully qualified crew of strikebreakers by the 
time the firefighters' contract expires in 1981. 

"The sky's the limit for producing tax revenues, " 
Godfrey said. "Billy Graham might drop in for 
a hamburger some time. If he gets a shake too, 
you've got 12 or 13 cents in sales tax right 
there. 11 

Plans for the complex include complete facili­
ties for printing and ghostwriting paperback 
testimonials of former radicals who found God 
after being charged with aggravated battery, con­
spiracy, conspiracy to commit conspiracy, and 
fleeing with intent to get away. 

"It's going to be plush, " said_a source who knows 
a source who claims to have seen the door to 
God's private bathroon. "They're going to have 
gold-plated pencils. 11 

The complex will also include an automatic 
weapons shop, a special music-less Catholic 
disco bar, an on-site bank, a secret brothel for 
local police, two potted trees, six outlets for 
nationally known restaurant chains, a shop 
specializing in individual hot-doggers, and an 
attic where public officials who run into parked 
cars while drunk can hide out until the heat dies 
down. • 

--D. LeSeure 

.Attorneys for 

D.A-VID D.AL U"G-.A. 

request that any ISU" student 

""Y'Vho -vv as arrested. 

""Y'Vi thin the last a years 

by N"ormal city police and. 

""Y'V ho feels that unreasonable 

force ""Y'Vas used in.effecting 

their arrest, call collect 

to 815-848-3858 
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The McLean County Health Department 
VD Clinic is open Monday through 
Friday from 9 am to noon on a walk-in 
basis or by appointment. The clinic 
provides confidential examination and 
treatment of sexually transmitted 
.diseases. 

The VD Clinic is located in the 
offices of the McLean.County Health 
Department at Horner Hall on the 
campus of the Illinois Soldiers and 
Sailors School in north Normal. 
Horner Hall is the first building 
east of the corner of Tilden Place 
and Beech Street. 

For information call 454-1161. Ask 
for Ms. Elinor Vance, Communicable 
Disease Co-ordinator. 

Lems concert for ERA 
S inger/songwriter Kristin Lems wi l l  
be in Normal to do a b enefit concert 
for the ERA . The concert wi l l  be at 
8 pm on Saturday , Sept. 8 in the 
Newman Center , 50 1 S. Main Street 
(next to Avanti's ) .  Adm i s s ion i s  
$ 2 . 50 for general pub l i c  and $ 1 . 50 J  
for students with an ID. 

Th i s  event is spons pored by the I SU 
ERA Rat i f i cation Proj ect. The Sma l l  
Changes Book Store Col lective wi l l  
a l s o  be s e l l ing Kristin's album 
"Oh Mama , "  T - s h i rts and many other 
fine items b e fore the concert. If 
you'd l ike more information c a l l  
Doreen or Terese at 454- 2 325. 

I I 
1 Free marijuana! 1 
I I 
I A Rally For legal Marijuana will I 
I be he ld labor Day ( Sept. 3) at I 
I high noon on the east lawn of the I 
I state capital building. This event I 
I will feature music and speakers of I liberation. Everyone is invited to I I share this afternoon together and 
I express their opposition to current 11 
I marijuana laws. A permit has been 'I 
I obtained. No alcoholic beverages ,  I 
I please . I Yippie 

-------------------- -

GPA starts fall activities 
I SU's Gay Peop le's Al l i ance w i l l  hol d 
its f i rs t  meeting o f  the f a l l  s emester 
on Wednes day , Sept. 5. The meeting 
wi l l  begin at 8 p. m. in  room 112 of 
Fai rchi l d  Hal l .  The main bus ines s 
wi l l  i nvolve p l anning the year's pro­
grams and activities. 

GPA wi l l  meet weekl y  throughout the 
s chool year on Wednes days at the s ame 
time and location. 

On Sunday , Sept. 9 ,  GPA members and 
thei r  friends are invited to a p i c­
n i c  to be hel d  at South C ampus Park. 
Gathering time w i l l  be 1 p. m. , with 
a potl uck mea l  s cheduled for around 
2 p. m. B ring some food and utents i l s  
to eat with. 

A gay - stra i ght rap i s  tentatively 
s cheduled for the Sept. 26 meeting o f  
GPA. Th i s  informa l question- answer 
sess ion p rovi des an opportunity for 
nongay persons to meet gay people and 
to learn about gay i s s ues and the gay 
l i fsty le. GPA members wi l l  b e  g l ad 
to d i s cus s any top i c  rel ated to gay ­
nes s , i n  a friendly context o f  co­
operation and mutual respect . 

For further in formation on these 
activities you c an cal l I van at 
452 - 5852. 

A free Press 

I want a 12-issue subscription 
the Post-Amerikan! I'm sending 
$3.00. 
Name ______________________________ __ 

Address..,.__...,.....---::-;--------·�--------� 
City, State, Zip ___________________ _ 

Extra Line�-------------------:---­
(for only $4 more, you can get a 
T-shirt too ) 

Prairie Alliance meeting 
Prairie A lliance, a local group 
opposed to nuclear power ,  will hold 
a general meeting on Wednesday, 
Se pt. 12 at the Campus Religious 
Center at 210 w. Mulberry in Normal. 
The meeting will start at 7:30 p.m. 

Food program 
for women, children 

The new McLean County Health Depart­
ment Program for women, infants, and 
children (WIG) opened for service on 
a regular basis on Aug. 29. 

WIG is a program which provides 
nutritious foods for health, growth, 
and development, encourages regular 
health care, and promotes good 
nutrition through education. A 
special food package is home delivered 
without cost to those pregnant or 
nursing women, infants, and children 
under 5 years old who have been 
identified as being in need of these 
foods. Clients are certified during 
their appointment at the WIG clinic. 

WIG services are available at 722 
w. Chestnut, Bloomington. Hours will 
be Monday through Friday from 8 am to 
noon and 1 pm to 4:30 pm. Call 
829-2221 to make an appointment to 
see if you qualify. 

I want a colorful Post-Amerikan 
T-shirt! I'm sending $4.oo. 
Name ______________________________ __ 
Address_,___.--.........,,------------------� 
City, State, Zip __ __ __ __ ______ __  __ 

Extra Line.,.......,,..,. _____________________ _ 

The Correct Line--------------,..---­
(for only $3 more, you can get a 
subscription too) 
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Curtis Houston is doing time in a 
maximum security prison for stealing 
a cookie. 

for cookie theft 
He was originally sentenced to a year 
in prison for the alleged theft but 
that sentence has been cut to six 
months, according to Houston's 
attorney Jack Moran. 

While serving a two-year sentence for 
a probation violation, Curtis Houston 
was locked up at Pontiac during the 
summer and fall of 1978. Following the 
July 22, 1978 rebellion which left 
burned buildings and three dead guards, 
Houston and all of Pontiac's other 
prisoners were locked in their cells 
for months without showers, laundry, 
or exercise periods--an institution­
wide deadlock. 

Houston is not accused of participation 
in the July 22 rebellion, but his year­
long sentence for alleged cookie theft 
reflects the prison administration's 
determination to get back at prisoners, 
whether they were involved or not. 

In sworn testimony in federal court 
last �all, the director·of the Depart­
ment Of Corrections admitted that 
excessive disciplinary actions against 
prisoners was partially responsible for 
causing the prisoners' uprising. 

But after the rebellion, discipline got 
even stricter. 

During the deadlock, guards issued 
"tickets" for the most minor 
infractions of prison rules, and the 
prison disciplinary committee rout�nely 
handed out the maximum allowable 
punishments. 

Curtis Houston was supposed to be 
released from prison in April 1979. 
But he's still there, because his 
"good time" was revoked for.the alleged 

cookie theft. The prison disciplinary 
committee wanted Houston to stay locked 
up an additional year. 

Even Pontiac's Warden Harvey admitted 
in federal court that prisoners getting 
tickets during the post-rebellion 
deadlock were suffering extravagant 
losses of good time, getti�g punish­
ments that bore no relationship to the 
seriousness of their offense. 

Despite these admissions, the Depart� 
ment of Corrections has no plans to 
review the punishments of the hundreds 
of prisoners who are spending months 
in segregation and losing months of 
good time for petty violations of 
prison rules. 

In punishing prisoners for petty 
violations, the prison administration 
and the Department of Corrections 
violated their own rules of procedure. 
Houston's lawyer Jack Moran is 
challenging the good time loss in 
court. Hundreds of punishments could 
be similarly challenged. 

According to the administrative 
regulations which govern prison 
discipline, a prisoner is to receive 
a "ticket" (equivalent to an indictment 
or criminal charge) within 72 hours of 
the alleged rule violation. 

But during the post-rebellion deadlock, 
prisoners didn't receive tickets 
sometimes until months after the 
alleged offense. 

One prisoner, Sterling Campbell, who 
wrote the Post-Amerikan, received a 
ticket in December for something he 
was alleged to have done three months 
before. By the time he received the 
ticket, the guards who were "charging" 
him had already quit the penitentiary. 
But Campbell was "convicted" in his 
hearing anyway. 

The Department of Corrections claims 
that it didn't need to adhere to the 
procedures specified in the 
administrative regulations because the 
conditions of the deadlock constituted 
a state of emergency. However, 

Downs Import 
Auto Service 

the best foreign car 
service in McLean County 

Vunder 
Bag™ 

Shaffer Dr., Downs 378·4321 

Houston's lawyer Moran points out that 
federal Judge John Crowley, while 
hearing a prisoners' suit to end the 
deadlock, ruled that the state of 
emergency was over by mid-September 
1978. Houston's cookie-stealing 
ticket wasn't written until more than 
a month after the "emergency" was 
over--instead of the 72 hours required 
by law. 

Houston doesn't even admit stealing 
the cookie, anyway. He admits stopping 
the food cart, but only to plead for 
the medica.tion he was supposed to be 
receiving but wasn't getting. Houston 
is supposed to receive dilantin for a 
psychomotor disorder similar to 
epilepsy. Without the dilantin, 
Houston gets seizures. 

He had seizures during the deadlock, 
attorney Moran says, because the 
prison.staff was not delivering 
Houston's medication. Since the 
guards pushing the food cart down the 
galleries were frequently staff 
prisoners saw during the deadlock, 
Houston was not being unreasonable 
to stop them to demand his medicine. 

Even if attorney Moran successfully 
convinces an appellate court that 
Houston's good time should be 
restored, it won't do Houston any 
good. By the time the courts decide 
anything, Houston will have already 
spent his extra six months in jail •• 

--Mark Silverstein 

Home births on rise 
The installation of non-hospital ABCs-­
a lternative birth centers--is decided­
ly on the increase all around the 
country, despite vehement protests of 
professional obstetrical associations. 

Characteristics of delivery at ABCs 
are a cozy atmosphere, a nurse-midwife 
staff in attendance, a minimum of 
drugs or other interventions imposed 
on mothers, and the presence of a 
father or lover at bedside whenever 
possible. Contact between mother and 
child begins immediately after birth 
and is maintained continuously after­
ward. 

Obstetricians view the rise of ABCs 
and home birthing as a direct threat 
to their livelihoods. The American 
College of Obstetrics has mounted a 
scare campaign against out-of-hospital 
births, declaring home births to be 
two to three times more "dangerous" 
than hospital births, despite no real 
evidence. The college also runs a 
perpet�al campaign of denouncing non­
M.D. birth attendants, insisting that 
only a fully-accredited obstetrician 
can insure nothing goes awry. 

The actual statistics on home birthing 
a:ound the U.S. have not yet been com­
piled. The Childbirth Education 
Association reports that more couples 
than ever before are asking for re­
ferrals to midwives and obstetricians 
who will preside at home births •• 
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Nuclear power 
means more police Post -Amerikan 24 

The New Tyranny : How Nuclear Power 
Enslaves Us by Robert Jungk (trans. 
by Christopher Trump) , Grosset & 
Dunlap, 19 7 9 . 
Phoebe Caulfield, the revolutionist, 
writer and bon vivant, says that the 
only way our side can overcome the 
forces of evil is if we have more fun 
than they do. 

We lie around all day drinking beer 
and watching Humphrey Bogart movies. 
We hump like rabbits and work part­
time only when we have to. And we'd 

' give up toaster ovens, q.nd maybe 
stereos, rather than breathe pluton­
ium. 

� smoke . hard all day and worry 
aoout how they're going to make the 
next payment on their new Securo­
Systems In-Depth Electronic Watch­
dog,model 3 7 6 - 4 7 - 4 2 75 .  By the time 
the last criminal is dead or locked 
up at the end of Police World, 
t hey're too tired to scr�And 
rather than admit we're right about 
anything, they'd let a nuclear power 
plant move in next door. 

We are a clear and present danger to 
tllem : worrying isn't much fun. Yet 
as-long as they need their Individual 
Electric Hot-Doggers, they can ' t  quit 
worrying about their power - -police or 
nuclear. 

Their story 
In May 1 9 7 7 ,  Alvin M. Weinberg, the 
former head of the Oak Ridge (nuclear) 
laboratory, told an assembly of atomic 
scientists that by 2050 three- fourths 
of the world's energy would be derived 
from fast breeder reactors, of which 
there would be about 5000 . 
Weinberg pointed out that the pro­
industry Rasmussen Report predicted 
a major accident (a meltdown, for in­
stance) once every 2 0 , 000 years for 
each reactor. Which meant that with 
5000 reactors, we could expect a 
catastrophe once every four years. 

Although the Rasmussen Report has by 
now been totally discredited for hav­
ing grossly underestimated the risks 
of nuclear power plant accidents, 
Weinberg's conclusion stil.l stands as 
the final word on the way they think. 
By 2050 , he said, the public won't 
much care about meltdowns, because by 

then everybody will have gotten used 
to radiation as one of life's normah 
risks .. 

Robert Jungk tells this incredible 
story in The New Tyranny: How Nuclear 
Power EnsiaVeSlfs. Weinberg is j ust 
about the ultimate example of cynical 
devotion to blow-dry haircuts- -Damn 
the �eltdowns and full speed ahead ! -­
but he's not the only one. 

It ' s  becoming clear that Weinberg ' s  
attitude is in fact common. The 
people who control the nuclear power 
industry know and have known for a 
long time that its risks are much 
greater than they tell us. Yet busi­
nessmen, scientists and bureaucrats 
keep accidents and eyen basic infor­
mation about monetary costs secret 
to protect the industry that nurtures 
their careers and egos. 

Why n u kes? 
Jungk's point is simple :  because of 
the great dangers of radioactive 
materials, nuclear power must lead to 
a more regimented society. More po­
lice, more intelligence gathering, 
more security devices are the only 
hope for keeping plutonium in the re­
actors and out of the hands of gang­
sters and malcontents. More security 
is also the only way to keep the in­
dustry's secrets secret. But there is 
more. 

"Is it not the very power it gives 
the central government that makes 
atomic power so attractive to the 
establishment?" Jungk asks. Not 
merely the power to keep leaky valves 
secret. Nor even the power to own 
huge penthouse apartments with indoor 
heated pools. But also the power �o 
force the rest of us to accept their 
values. 

For instance-- A  strike at LaHague 
nuclear reprocessing plant in France 
in 1 9 76 was broken when the stored 
wastes started overheating. One of 
the issues of the strike was whether 
the French government would sell the 
plant to a private company which the 
workers feared would make the plant 
more unsafe than it already was. But 
the workers haµ to go back to work to 
prevent a nuclear catastrophe and the 
plant was sold . 

For instance-- In Germany, even workers 
who build nuclear plants are subject 
to background checks by police, 
partly because someone once claimed 
to have planted a timebomb in the wall 

of a plant. Already in security­
crazed Germany non-nuclear managers 
have lists of types of people who are 
not hired : homosexuals are not eli­
gible to be instructors or the heads 
of personnel departments, and certain 
mai ors from Berlin and Bremen uni­
versities aren't hired because they 
" could be incipient Marxists." What 
further restrictions will be insti­
tuted when nuclear security becomes 
enforced? 

For instance--Scientists who work in 
the German nuclear industry are not 
allowed to publish or even say any­
thing in public about nuclear power 
without permission from their super­
iors. In the U.S . ,  Karen Silkwood 
was killed, and many others have been 
fired or shifted to meaningless j obs 
because they spoke out about nuclear 
risks. 

Simple choice 
Even if they do manage to keep pluton­
ium and other radioactive materials 
from contaminating our environment, 
the security measures that they ' ll 
take to do it will destroy what little 
·freedoms we still have. 

You can imagine what Richard Nixon 
and John Mitchell would have done if 
a group of leftists had stolen some 
plutonium. Mass arrests and inter­
rogations, searches by the army in 
whole cities. 

Nuclear energy is an issue of power : 
an ever-growing, ever- more-paranoid 
police state or a chance for diversity 
and human flowering. 

"Invariably," Jungk says, "supporters 
of nuclear power plants present an 
image of casual restraint, boredom, 
aloofness, convoluted 'obj ectivity,' 
and smu g  superiority, with scarcely 
a trace of warmth or empathy. The 
faces of their opponents are lively 
and attentive ; full of enthusiasm 
and always quick to laugh." 

So, is it more fun to cook a hot dog 
or to talk to a friend on your back 
porch? Myself, I'� even be willing 
to give up the Humphrey Bogart movies.• 

- -D. LeSeure 

The best of hand an mind 
combined in beautiful imports 
and American gifts 

WE HAVE SOMETHING JUST 
RIGHT FOR YOU 

•BOXES • FETISHES •WOOLS • SILKS •ENAMELS •NIELLO •BELLS •BELTS 
•ORNAMENTS •LEATHER •MACRAME •BEADS •AMBER •GEMSTONES 

So Ram it today 
•JEWELRY TOOLS •JEWELRY SUPPLIES 

10-5:30 Mon-Sat 1 2 :0 0  - 4 : 00 S u n  

101 Broadway Mall Normal, Ill. 61761 
tAcross from the public library) ph. 309/ 452 -2924 



Fighting J . P. Stevens 
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Mimi Conway.._ Rise Gonna Rise: A Portrait of 

Southern Textile Workers. New York: Anchor/ 

Doubleday, 228 pp. 

There are s even J . P . St evens plants in 
Roanoke Rapids , North Carol ina ( p op . : 
1 3 , 50 0 ) . That ' s not a geographi cal 
oddity . All but 4 of St evens ' SJ 
plants are in the South . In fact , th e 
t extile industry is a mainstay o f  
Southern economy , providing $1 8 bill ion 
in annual sal es and a fi fth o f  all the 
employment in the region.  

Textile manufacturing i s  als o  the only 
maj o r  Ameri can industry still not 
significantly unioni zed . 

What ' s  the connection? Well , according 
to Mimi Conway , the South has been 
traditi onally resi stant to unions . 
Fueled by racism and distrust of 
strangers , this regi onal hostil ity 
to unions lured Yanke e industrialists 
to bring their small factories and 
mills to the South ,  where they found 
tax breaks , fre e  land , cut- rate 
utiliti e s - -and , above all , a labor 
force that is cheap , docile , and 
unorganize d .  

Thus , shortly aft er World War I I , the 
J . P . Stevens Company l eft its New 
England home and b egan moving South . 

Rise Gonna Rise fo cuses on the men and 
women , both black and white , of 
Roanoke Rapids , North Carol ina , whose 
lives have forever been alt ered by 
the Stevens mill s .  Conway ' s consider­
abl e skills as a reporter have helped 
her to write a tough but touching 
acc ount of the long , brave struggl e 
of the se  people t o  o rgani z e  and al ign 
thems elves with the Amalgamat ed 
Cl othing and Textile Workers Uni on . 

Her book is al so a devastating 
indictment of the J . P .  St evens Co . , 
the nati on ' s second- largest textil e  
manufacturer ,  and its effort t o  keep 
the uni on out of its  plant s .  Accord­
ing to one federal court , J . P .  St evens 
conducted " a  full- scal e  war against 
unioni zation, " 

Corporate lawlessness 
Conway supplies  ampl e documentation 
and evidence of the c ompany ' s  
resi stanc e .  

In 1974 , Roanoke Rapids vot ed to 
unioniz e .  Stevens lost by a scant 
2J7 vote s  ( out of more than JOOO 
cast ) .  But , as Conway wri t e s , " inst ead 
of being the end of a l ong struggl e ,  
the uni on victory marked Roanoke Rapids 
as a bat tl eground . Both sides 
entrenched themselves . "  

Finally , the U . S. C ourt o f  App eals 
reached this conclusion : "St evens 
has been engaged in a mas s ive mult i-
. stat e campaign to prevent uni oni zation 
of its Southern plant s .  The evidenc e 
found in the present record fails to 
disp el the impress ion o f  corp orat ely 
designed lawlessness . " 

i n  Roanoke Rapids 

Besides the detail ed descrip tions of 
the company ' s  dete stable actions , 
Conway al so provides the human side 
o f  the conflict between workers and 
bo sses . She shows how the di vi sion 
over the merits of uni ons spl it 
famil i e s  in two : fathers opp o sed sons , 
mothers argu ed with daught ers , grand­
chil dren and grandparent s took 
di fferent sides . 

Thes e  are dec ent peopl e Conway is 
describing . Th ey care about their 
famil i es and fri ends , and they want 
to make the right deci sion fo r them­
selves and the ir loved one s .  The 
autho r ' s compassion for the folks of 
Roanoke Rapids i s  one o f  the book ' s 
strengths . 

Pain of brown lung 
Perhap s the most emotional and di ffi­
cult portions of Rise Gonna Ri se  are 
tho s e  that deal with the disease o f  
brown lung. Thi s painful condition 
i s  an inevitabl e part o f  a t extil e 
wo rker ' s  life.  It ' s  al so the cause 
around which the Roanoke Rap ids 
workers eventually organiz ed .  

Mimi C onway i s  one of a very few 
rep orters who has taken any int erest 
in brown lung. She has been investi­
gating the disease  sinc e 1975 , and 
her exp erti s e  i s  evident in this book.  
She effectively describes the hacking 
c ough , the chronic congestion , the 
grimy working c onditions , the cycl e 
o f  unemployment that afflict these  
workers • 

She al so l et s  the people speak for 
themselves .  

Here i s  F . K .  Tayl or ,  t ell ing about his 
wi fe Lucy,  a 62-year- ol d vi ctim o f  
brown lung : " For t h e  last 10  or 1 5  
years , she '. s coughed every night . .  
Hal f the time she gets me up with 
c oughing . Then when she gets qui et , 
I start to worry that she ' s  dead.  
I ' ve gone to bed a thou sand times like 
that , hal f the night sl e epl ess 
b ecause  o f  her c oughing and the other 
hal f worri ed that she ' s died ,  Never 
a night passes  that I don ' t look and 
s e e  i f  she ' s breathing, " 

These are not happy p ortrait s .  But 
they are real , comp ell ing pictures 
o f

_ 
the way that many peopl e l ive in 

thi s country. Ri s e  Gonna Ri se  will 
make you angry , ---rr-will break your 
heart . But i t  will al so enc ourage 
you with i t s  story of the spunky 
w�rkers who endured , fought , and 
finally struck bac k  at their oppression 
and explo itati on • •  

- - Ferdydurke 

111 e. beauf ort 
normal 
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Native Americans 
f inally get justice (maybe) 

Aft e r  5 6  years o f  l i ti gation , the 
S ioux n a t i o n  has fina l l y  been awarded 
$ 10 5  mi l l i on from the U . S .  gove rnment 
in c ompensation for a l arge piece o f  
S outh Dakota i l l e gal l y  con f i s c at e d  i n  
1 8 7 7 . 

But don ' t  chalk one up for j us t i ce 
ye t .  A number o f  tribes  have a l re ady 
rej e c ted the s e t t l ement out o f  hand 
and the two s i de s c an ' t  a gree on wh�t 
the compens a t i on covers . 

The s e tt lement , the l arge s t  eve r  
awarded t o  nat ive Ame ri c an s , was 
hand e d  down b y  the U . S .  C ourt o f  
C l ai ms . At i s s ue was a , 5 0 - mi l l i o n ­
acre t r a c t  o f  l and in t h e  B l ack H i l l s  
dee de d  t o  the S i oux b y  the Fort 

' 

Laramie Tre aty o f  1 86 0 , but t aken b y  
the fe ds s oo n  the re a fte r .  S ince that 
t i me , mining c ompani e s  h ave remove d 
$ 1 . 5  b i l l i on worth o f  go l d  from the 
B l ack H i l l s , a s  we l l  as vas t amounts 
of timb e r ,  ur anium ,  and othe r 
re s ource s .  L an d  in the are a i s  now 
s e l l in g  fo r a c o o l  $ 4 , 5 0 0  per acre . 

The compens a t i on , on the o the r hand 
amo�nts to 37 cents per acre , p lus 

' 

5 %  inte res t  compunded o ve r  1 0 2  years . 

Unde r s t andab l y ,  s ome I n di an s  are l e s s  
than ove r j oye d b y  the s e t t l emen t . 
Ame r i can I n d i an Movement pre s i dent 
Rus s e l l  Me ans re j e cts  the de c i s ion and 
s ays the l an d  " i s  the s p i r i tual shr ine 
of the Indi an peop l e "  and not for s a l e  
at any pri ce . I n  fact , s ome nat i ve 
Ame r i c ans deny that the l and was 

Tobacco, o ne dangerous drug 
T?bacco , a plant initially found only 
in the New World , was first 
domesticated by the American Indians . 
The use o f  this plant was one o f  the 
" treasures "  that the Indians shared 
with the expl orers from Europe . 
Missionaries accompanying these  
explo re rs soon found that to bacco  has 
a great potential for abus e .  Tobacc o  
addiction bec ame so prevalent that 
l aws forbidding smoking in church 
were created .  

What is i n  tobacco that produced this 
craving for tobacco that prevented the 
Indians and missionarie s  from going 
for a couple of hours without a smoke ?  
Nico tine , chemically related to 
c entral nervous system stimulants , is 
the primary addic ting agent . It  is a 
rapid poi son that increases the pulse 
and bl ood pre s sure . Like all 

poisons , nicotine c an k ill . 

There are many ways for using tobacco . 
P ipes and cigars were the most common 
method until the 20th c entury when 
mass pro duction of c igarettes began . 
Chewing and snuff are the other c ommon 
uses of tobacco . 

Cigarette s may have over 300 
additive s ,  for example ,  oxidi z e rs to 
keep them burning , pre servatives for 
freshness , and enhancers to compensate 
for the l e ssened flavor in low-tar 
brands . More ove r ,  the federal and 
state governments neither control the 
use of the se  additives in c igarettes , 
nor do they require the disclo sure o f  
the u s e  of the se materials . 

Some o f  the problems a smoker can 
have follow.  

M ichael Thomas, 
Owner & Manager 

Veda Brown 
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b argai ne d away a t  a l l . E dward Diving 
H awk , pres ident of the t rib a l  counc i l  
o f  the Ro s ebud S ioux ,  c l a ims tha t  the 
$ 1 0 5  mi l l i o n  cove rs damages only- - the 
i s s ue of the l an d , he s ays , i s  s t i l l  
unre s o lved .  

Even shoul d the who l e  ugly knot 
fin a l l y  b e  unt an g l e d ,  the money w i l l  
n o t  s imp l y  b e  h an de d  ove r t o  the 
I ndi an s . The S i oux h ave to draw up 
a de t a i l e d  p l an for a l l ocatin g  funds 
and s ubmi t i t  t o  the Bure au of Indi an 
Affa i rs ( B I A) , who s ends i t  to 
Congre s s , wh i ch u l t imate l y  do l e s  out 
the cash � Thi s  s y s te m  make s the award 
seem l ike a we l fare p ayment . 

The who l e  i s s ue mi ght b e  res ol ve d ,  
s ays Means , " i f  the B IA keeps i t s  
grubb y  fingers out o f  our s e l f­
de t e rmina t i on . "  Fat chance . •  

- - from S aturday Review 

Smoker ' s  cough : a cough that develops 
because the normal cleansing action of 
the lungs has been damaged ,  leaving 
only the cough to remove contaminants . 

Carc inoma : smoking has a demonstrated 
relationship to canc er of the lung , 
l ip ,  jaw ,  etc . 

Cardiovascular dipease : because 
smoking causes  increas ed strain on the 
he art through the e ffe cts of nico tine , 
tar , carbon monoxide , its use 
increases the chances for cardio ­
vascular problems . 

,Pregnancy and smoking : pregnant 
women who smoke fac e  a higher 
probabil ity that the ir baby will 
miscarry or will be stillborn .  More­
ove r ,  there is some indication that 
smo king during pregnancy can affe ct 
the physi cal and emoti onal deve lopment 
of the chil d ,  both before and after 
birth . 

About 4100 c igarettes per person are 
consumed -each year in the United 
S tate s .  In 1 977 , the tobacco industry 
spent about $422 million on 
advertising . In spite of the ir 
figure s ,  researchers have found that 
about 9 out of 10 smokers would l ike 
to quit . About 6 of 10 have tried to 
stop and have faile d .  This 
demonstrates how physically and 
psychologically addicting this drug 
is . I f  you are one of tho se  who 
would l ike to stop , we wish you all 
the luck in the worl d . e 

--Thanks to 
Pro ject  O z  



The Pontiac f rame·up 
··a chronology 

On July 2 2 , 1 9 7 8 ,  pri s oners in the 
Pon t i ac Corre c t i onal Cent e r  s t aged 
a spontaneous up r i s ing in respons e 
t o  c ond i t i ons in that faci l i ty .  From 
that i n c i dent 31 p r i s oners h ave b e en in­
d i c te d .  Seventeen B l ack pris one rs 
h ave been char ged with 15 coun t s  o f  
murde r e ach ; 1 4  other B l a ck and Lat ino 
p r i s one rs are charged w i th o ffen s e s  
i nc l uding arson , as s aul t and att empted 
murde r . The 17  cap i t a l  c a s e s  ( those 
charged w i th murde r)  h ave b e en move d 
t o  Ch i c ago , and the 1 4  non - c ap i t a l  
c a s e s  are s cheduled f o r  McLe an County . 

I n  re spons e to the charges and the 
tr i al s , the Pont i a c  P r i s one rs Support 
C o a l i t ion ( PPSC)  was forme d . PPSC is  
a b ro ad - b as e d  c o a l i t i on working t o  
bui l d  p o l i t i c a l  and l e ga l  s uppo r t  for 
the Pon t i ac Brothers pr imar i l y  in the 
whi t e  commun i ty .  ( There are B l ack 
grouJl,S organ i z in g  in the B l ack commun­
i ty . )  We take po l i t ic a l  d i r e c t i on and 
l e ade r ship from the p r i s oners and 
the i r  repre sentat ive s on the outs i de . 

For  those o f  you not  fami l i ar w i th 
wh at h as happene d  s o  far we h ave 
put t o g e th e r  the maj o r  inc i dents  from 
the reb e l l i on to March of th i s  year . 

I t  wi l l  g i ve you a b as i c  unde rs tanding 
of the fr ame - up .  Tho s e  of you who 
have b e e n  fo l l owing the Bro the rs in 
the i r  s t rugg l e , we hope you wi l l  heed 
the c a l l  for h e lp . 

F REE THE PONT IAC B ROTHERS ! e  

- - Tom,  for PPSC 

J U L Y  2 2 ,  1 978 2 ,000 prisoners confined in 
Pontiac State Penitentiary in Pontiac, Illinois 
(designed to hold 600). Most double-<:elled in 
SW x 9' cells. Temperatures in cell blocks are 
over 1 00· F. 

88% of prisoners are Black; majority of guards 
are white. Conditions described by U.S. Depart­
ment of Justice as "cruel and unusual punishment " 
in suit charging state officials and Illinois prisons 
with "systematically discriminating against blacks. " 

PRISONERS REBEL: 3 guards killed, 3 others 
injured in spontaneous uprising. $4 million damage 
to facilities results. 

Prisoners are stripped and locked down as entire 
prison is placed on deadlock (confined to cells 
24 hours a day). All family and attorney visits, 
phone calls, showers, recreation, work, school, 
commissary and medical care suspended. 

What you can do to help 
I t  is espec i a l l y  imp o r t ant now for groups , o r  o the r o r g an i z at i ons . The s e  
the reade r s  o f  the Pos t and the people c�n b e  a rran g e d  in B l o omington by 
of McL e an County to j o i n  t o g e ther t o  c a l l ing Tom a t  8 2 9 - 3 5 7 6 . 
p revent any furthe r ra i l roading o f  the 
Pont iac Brothe r s . Four teen of the 
t r i a l s  ( the non - c ap i t a l  one s )  h ave 
b e en ,  as o f  th i s  wri t in g ,  moved t o  
Mc Le an County . 

We need your he l p !  The Pon t iac 
P r i s on e rs Support Co a l i t ion ( PPSC)  n e e ds 
pol i ti c a l  and finan c i a l  suppo r t . The 
funds we r a i s e  w i l l  go to the p o l i t i ­
cal and l e ga l  de fense o f  the Pont i ac 
Brothe rs . The re are many ways to d i ­
rect your s upp o r t . 

� - we ne e d  people  t o  show the i r  s uppo rt 
fo r the Brothe rs b y  coming t o  h e a r ings  
and , l a t e r ,  to the t r i a l s .  

- - We n e e d  people  w i l l in g  t o  arrange 
to have PPSC show its  s l i de show or 
pre sent f i l ms and s p e akers in the i r  
home s or to the i r  t rade un i on s , church 

You can a l s o :  

- - Make a don a t i on t o  PPSC . P l e a s e  
make checks p ay ab l e  to Pont i ac 
P r i s oners Support Coa l i t i on . 

- - Sub s cribe  t o  the PPSC news l e t te r .  
Send $ 1 0  o r  what you c an a f fo r d . 

The s e  shou l d  b e  sent to : 

PPSC 
2 9 5 5  E .  8 8 th 
C h i c ago , I L  6 0 6 17 

For any i n fo rmat i on on what i s  hap ­
pen i n g  in B l oomington , c a l l  8 2 9 - 3 5 7 6 
and ask for Tom . 

We c an make the d i ffe rence . •  

College & Linden 
Normal Illinois 
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JULY 24 Charles Rowe, then Director of 
Illinois Department of Corrections (DOC ) :  "I 've 
talked to a lot of people and I 've come away with 
the feeling there is no real cause . . .  It just happened. 
It was a spontaneous anti-authoritarian move. " 

Prisoners remain isolated under deadlock conditions 
as Illinois Department of Law Enforcement (IDLE) 
takes control of prison and begins intensive inter­
rogation of prisoners. No attempt is made to 
search prisoners or preserve any physical evidence. 

AUGUST Relatives and friends of prisoners sl:arl: 
struggle to oppose the deadlock and the IDLE frame-up 
investigation and to organize support for the Pontiac 
Brothers in the Black community. 

Pontiac Prisoners Support Coalition (PPSC) formed 
to organize support for the prisoners in the white 
community. 

AUGUST 3 1  Prisoners file suit demanding an 
end to the 5-week old deadlock, exposing IDLE's 
use of racism and intimidation in attempts to frame 
selected prisoners. State justifies continuing dead­
lock because no shakedown for weapons or evidence 
has been made. 

SEPTEMBER 1 7  200 friends, families and support­
ers of the prisoners demonstrate outside Pontiac 
prison in support of prisoners' demands: STOP THE 
FRAME-UP and END THE DEADLOCK. 

OCTOBER State officials begin campaign to 
blame "gangs " for problems in the prisons, re­
versing earlier admissions that the rebellion was 
a spontaneous response to intolerable conditions. 

OCTOBER 1 4  29 prisoners transferred from 
Pontiac to Stateville Penitentiary and placed in 
segregation. Charged administratively by DOC 
disciplinary COJT!mittee with participating in the 
rebellion, each is sentenced to 1 year segregation 
and loss of 1 year "good time " without a single 
witness being presented. 

OCTOBER 24-�S Prisoners testify before Judge 
Crowley , descnbe efforts of IDLE investigators 
to coerce them to testify against specific prisoners · 
through use of intimidation, threats, and promises 
of sentence reductions and other favors. 

NOVEMBER 3 Judge Crowley finds: "No present 
emergency exists at Pontiac justifying the continu­
ation of the deadlock. " He states that no such 
emergency existed after September 25.  

The deadlock continues. 

NOVEMBER 27 27 additional prisoners sentenced 
to 1 year segregation and loss of 1 year "go od 
time ". They are moved to Orientation Unit at 
Pontiac and later to North Cellhouse Segregation, 
where near-freezing temperatures are recorded 
due to broken windows. 

JANUARY 30 Judge Crowley discovers that 
North Cellhouse windows, apparently being re­
paired during his inspection of cond.itions in 
Pontiac October 3, remain unrepaired with no 
plan for early action despite temperatures as low 
as 38 F in cellblocks. He threatens DOC officials 
with contempt of court and appointment of out­
side receiver to take over the prison because of 
their persistent attempts to deceive the court 
and failure to carry out court-ordered plans to ease 
the deadlock. 

Potential witnesses and defendants alike remain in 
complete subjection to the state as the deadlock 
continues. 

FEBRUARY 1 2  DOC "sources " admit that pris­
oners have been offered sentence reductions for 
their "cooperation "  'in prosecution of the Pontiac 
Brothers. 

The deadlock continues. 

FEBRUARY 21 Prisoners file suit to halt Liv­
ingston County Grand Jury proceedings because 
of tainted nature of evidence. Affidavit cites 
numerous examples of IDLE "il!vestigatio n "  
techniques : "We 'll guarantee y o u  will make 
parole if you say ------ beat officer - - - - ­

"We have evidence you were present when 
Officer ----- was stabbed. If you do n 't 
cooperate we are going to charge you. " 

The deadlock continues. 

MARCH 2 Concerned Families and Friends 
of Prisoners demonstrate at State of Illinois Building 
in Chicago demanding an end to the frame-up. 

The deadlock continues. 

MARCH 5 
Livingston County Grand Jury returns indictments 
against 3 1  prisoners. 1 7  Black prisoners charged 
with 1 5  counts of murder each. 1 4  other Black 
and Latino prisoners charged with offenses inclu­
ding arson, assault and attempted murder. State's 
Attorney Vogel reiterates · intention to seek death 
penalty for any prisoner convicted of killing a 
guard, making this the largest mass death penalty 
trial in the U.S. in over 60 years. 
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PostNote: This articie is an adaptation of 
"The Politics of Phenothiazines, " a pamphlet 
by the Alliance for the Liberation of Mental 
Patients, 122 S. 16th (room 1305), Philadel­
phia PA 19102. 

Part 1 
The u se 
of d rugs 

"For 3 wee ks I was shackle d ,  tied to 
my be d and kept in sol itary confine ­
ment . I was wat che d like a cage d ani­
mal. I was force d to take me dication- ­
Ste laz ine , Mellaril , Thoraz ine and 
Haldol.  

"For a while I refuse d to take medi­
cat ion and I fought violently when 
approache d with the ne e dle . So on 
they came in increas ing numbers to 
hold me down while a haughty nurse ad­
ministere d the in je ct ion with a sar­
donic smile . 

" Outnumbere d ,  I took the me dication 
quietly and soon they gave me the med­
icat ion by mouth. Now , be cause of my 
good behavior , they removed the chains , 
unlocked the door and allowed me to 
mingl e with the rest o f  the inmate s .  

"But I was in no condition to mingle 
with anyone . My ne ck and back were so 
_still I walke d like a zombie . I 
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foame d at the mouth constantly , I 
talke d tongue -tied. I had blurre d 
vision and my concentration was nil. 
When I compla ine d I was shunne d off . 

"Finally someone expla ine d my physi­
cal state was due to  s ide e ffects of 
the me dication . I was totally de fense ­
le ss.  In this state I was rape d . " 

That is the way Janice Franklin de ­
s cribe s her stay in a mental inst i­
tution. Her story is  not unique . 
Thousands and thousands of people are 
lo cke d  up against their will and 
forced to take de structive drugs or 
submit to other "treatments " be cause 
someone e lse de cide d they were crazy,  
mentally ill , or whatever. 
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Rather than deal with the problems o f  
poverty , alienat ion , and discrimi­
nation , psychiatrists prefer to label 
people ' s  problems as a form of "mental 
illne ss , " thus removing the solution 
from the sphere of po litical action 
and placing it in the sphere of medi­
cal treatment , Natural human reac­
tions to  oppre ssive conditions , such 
as  sadne s s , frustration , confusion , 
and rebell ion are labelled " depres­
s ive , "  "ho stile , "  and " inappropriate . "  

Contrary to the stereotype often per­
pe tuated by the media , the vast 
ma j or ity of people lo cke d up in mental 
ho spitals have no t committed ( or been 
accused o f )  acts o f  violence . Rather 
they are lo cke d  up , without bene fit 
of a jury of the ir peers , on the basis 
of a judgment by a psychiatrist about 
what the ir future behavior might be.  
They are pre sume d  guilty until proven 
inno cent , Since only a few psychia­
tric inmates ( "mental patients " )  re ­
ce ive a court hearing , and even fewer 
have legal repre sentation , the e s tab­
lishment of " inno cence " ( o f the " crime 
of mental illne ss " )  is usually im­
po ssible . 

Once patients are inside the inst itu­
tion , drugs like Thoraz ine and Stel­
az ine are use d to make them "manage ­
able " and pas s ive . High . dosage s of 
drugs , along with "re straints " ( be ing 
tie d  down ) , " se clusion" ( isolation in 
a small empty room) and e le ctro-sho ck 
are use d as punishment for rebell ious 
behavior. One of the so-called s ide ­
effe cts of the se drugs is "unexplaine d 
death . "  

A c cording to the Assembly O ff ice of . 
Re search in California , one out o f  
every 405 people admitte d t o  Napa 
State Hospital dies from a pheno ­
thiaz ine -relate d cause ( the pheno ­
thiazine druge category include s 
Thorazine , Stelaz ine , Haldo l , Pro ­
lixin , and Mellaril , among others ) ,  
Another "side e ffe � t "  ·is tradive 
dyskine s ia ,  an incurable form o f  
brain damage . 

In mo st state s ,  98% of all state hos­
pital inmate s are drugge d. Inmate s 
who refuse to take the ir pills are 
in j e cted with ma ssive do sage s .  Re s­
istance to force d drugging is per­
ce ive d by the staff as a symptom o f  
mental illne s s .  

Psychiatric  drugs are use d in all 
" clo se d "  institutions--mental ho s ­
pitals , re form s chool s , nursing 
home s ,  and pr isons . They are also 
use d  on "out-patients , "  in public 
schools and community "mental 
heal th " centers . The ma j ority of 
re cipients of the se drugs are women . 
Other members of oppre sse d groups , 
including poor pe ople , Thir d World 
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pe ople , ch ildren , older people , dis­
able d people , and gay pe ople , are 
particular targets of forced drugging. 

P erhaps one reason psychiatrists 
view the ir patients ' suffering as 
a form of sickne ss ( with no rational 
bas is ) is due to the wide gap in 
class ba ckground be tween the inmate s 
and the do ctors . Most psychiatrists 
are white upper-middle class men who 
canno t relate to the incre dible 
pre ssure s  faced by women alone all day 
with kids , or by anyone who nee ds a 
job and can ' t  find one . Psychiatri sts 
don ' t  have to deal with the dehuman­
ization of do ing factory work , house ­
work,  se cretarial work,  o r  other kinds 
of boring devalue d labor . 

Psychiatrists ' j obs depend on the cre ­
ation and continuati on of a class of 
"mental patients " who are dependent on 
them for survival once they are re ­
lea sed ( for approval o f  the ir appli­
cations for we lfare ) and for drugs {to 
which many inmate s become addicted 
after be ing force d to take them in the 
ho spital ) .  Many do ctors inve st in 
drug companie s whose pro ducts they 
pre s cribe . The American Me dical Asso­
ciat ion is an associa te member of the 
Pharmaceut i cal Manufacturer ' s  Associa­
tion . Through adverti s ing and contri­
butions , the drug companie s finance a 
quarter of the AMA ' s  annual budge t .  

The only source of information for 
most psychiatrists about the drugs 
they pre s cribe come s from psychiatric 
j ournals whi ch are finance d by the 
drug industry ( through advertising ) .  
Even the Phys ician ' s  De sk Reference , 
a suppo sedly ob je ctivesourc e  o f  drug 
inform�t ion , is finance d by the drug 
companie s .  

In the last 10 year s ,  the drug indus ­
try has been e ither the first or 
se cond mo st profitable industry in 
the world ( it varie s from year to 
year ) . Smith , Kline and French , a 
division o f  SmithKline , Inc . , manu­
factures two o f  the mo st frequently 
used a�d dangerous psychiatric drugs : 
Thoraz ine and Stelazine . Thi s  company 
make s enormous profits off of forced 
�rugging ( s�e adjacent story ) , and 
inv7 sts the ir money in repre ssive 
regi�e s  around the world (South Africa , 
Brazil , and Argentina ) .  

Last spring the North American Anti­
Psychia try Movement calle d for a boy­
cott of all products pro duce d by 
SmithKline Corp . The se  are Contac 
cold capsules , Sea and Ski pro ducts , 
Love Cosme tics , Sine - Off nasal spray 
and Allergy Re lief Me dicine (ARM) . We 
urge individuals and groups who sup­
port the rights of all people to con­
trol their own minds and bodies to 
j o in us in this boycott , 



'crazy,' doctors rich 
Part 2 

The effects 
of d rugs 

The phenothiazines like Thorazine and 
Stelazine cause many undesirable, un­
comfortable--and destructive--physical 
and emotional reactions which psychi­
a tr ists call "side effects . "  This 
term is misleading because it implies 
that such effects are only incidental 
to the drugs ' therapeutic purpose , 
which supposedly is to normalize 
behavior that is "crazy." 

In fact , the side effects are direct 
effects of the drugs and are in them­
selves a method of controlling people. 
It is the drug which so overwhelms 
people ' s  minds and bodies that any 
expression of strong emotion or spon­
taneity is next to impossible . 

At the same time , people given such 
unpleasant "side effects" may become 
convinced that they are indeed "go ing 
crazy, " particularly if they are not 
to ld how they may react to the drugs . 
Most people are not told . 

The phenothiazines have a whole herd 
of side-effects : 

--Drowsiness, which is often interpre­
ted as uncooperative behavior 1 

--Dryness of the mouth , blurred vision, 
constipation, weight gain, nasal con­
gestion, a sudden drop in blood pres­
sure which sometimes cause s people to 
pass out ; 

--Extreme sensitivity to sunlight 
which can include severe allergic 
sunburn , especially with high doses ; 

--Loss of sexual drive and impaired 
thought and speech ; 

--Grand mal seizures, a decrease in 
w�it� blood . cell�, a�lergic skin rash, 
difficulty in urinating, irregularity 
o� absence of menstrual periods , swel­
ling of breasts, allergic hepatitis , 
eye problems ; 

--Akathisia , which is uncontrollable ,  
constant movement of some o r  all parts 
of the body, with the feeling of ex -

treme tension and of being unable to 
sit still , sometimes with inability to 
sleep;  

--Dystonia, which is sudden muscle 
spasms of the neck , back, legs, and/ 
or face that sometimes leave the eyes 
painfully stuck in an upward gaze ; 

--Pseudo-Parkinsonism which is an in­
crease in muscle tension which leads 
to rigidity of the body, mask-like 
facial expressions , a shuffling walk, 
a hunched posture, tremors - of the 
hands, ·and drooling ;  

--Sudden death . 

Many of these side effects become 
worse with larger doses, but very 
serious effects can result even from 
low dosages . Sometimes paradoxical 
reactions occur, which means that the 
drug produces the o pposite of the in­
tended effect . 

Although they are supposed to be tran­
quilizers, phenothiazines sometimes 
cause extreme agitation and restless­
ness or even hallucinations and bi­
zarre dreams . Sometimes , the drugs 
cause complete immob ility which is 
then called catatonia and "treated " 
with even larger doses of phenoth ia­
zines . 

When peo ple stop taking these drugs , 
they can have very unpleasant with-, 
drawal reactions . Since they aren ' t  
told about these reactions, people 
become convinced that they are indeed 
" psychotic" and must continue taking 
drugs . 

Part 3 
The bra i n 
d amage case 

O ne particular effect of the pheno­
thiazines deserves special attention .  
It is called tardive dyskinesia and 
can be permanent . In fact , in the 
name of curing people , psychiatrists 
are causing permanent brain damage . 

In one New York study , 4J. 4% of a 
group of outpatients showed signs of 
tardive dyskinesia ( TD ) . Some of 
those people had been taking anti-
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psychotic drugs for less than a year . 
Other studies have found rates of TD 
of 20-40% for peo ple who have taken 
phenothiazines for more than 2 years . 

According to a Human Behavior article, 
the symptoms of TD include "slow, 
rhythmic and involuntary movements of 
the face and limbs ; cheek-puffing ; 
lip-smacking or lip-pursing ; chomp­
ing or chewing of the jaws ; undula­
tion of the tongue or repeated 
tongue thrusts in a ' fly-catcher ' 
movement ; occasional stiffening 
of the neck and arms , difficulty 
in swallowing or speaking, in 
severe cases ; rotation of the 
ankles or toes ; or wrist and 
finger movements . Considering 
that an estimated one million 
Americans receive some form of 
neruoleptic on any given day, it 
is quite possible that at least 
50 ; 000 peo ple , conservatively 
speaking, might develop this drug­
induced form of brain damage in the 
next year . 

The label on a bottle of Thorazine 
concentrate warns psychiatric work­
ers �ot to get any of the drug on 
their skin , as it can cause derma ­
.titis , or chemical irritation ( like 
poison oak ) . Thorazine-type chemi­
cals can also cause a form of brain 
"burn" or nerve ce 11 damage to the 
deep part of the brain (called the 
basal ganglia ) which helps to con­
trol,  balance and coordinate muscle 
movements . The effect of such drug­
induced damage is uncontrollable, 
involuntary , distorting and dis­
tressing muscle movements called a 
dyskinesia (dyskinesia=abnormal 
muscle movement ) .  

These strange, uncontrollable move­
ments may start either while a per­
son is taking such phenothiazine 
drugs, when the dosage is reduced , 

continued on next page 

------------------------------------------------- --------------
Drug appressian: a prafi�able business --------------------------------

Smi thKl ine Inc . , the manufacture r o f  
Tho r a z ine , Stelaz ine and Compaz ine , i s  
in the drug b us ine s s  f o r  pro fi t - - $ 2 6 1  
mi l l i on l a s t  year . 

On world - w ide s a l e s  o f  $ 1 . 1  b i l l i on ,  
SmithKl ine ' s  profit margin o f  nearly 
24 pe rcent was one o f  the best any­
where . Pro f i t s  we re up 94 pe rcent 
ove r 1 9 7 7 .  

More than two thirds o f  SmithKl ine ' s  
s a l e s  come from prescript ion and ove r­
the - counter d rugs . Among i t s  mos t  
we l l - known p ro duc t s  are Contac , Sea 
and Ski s un t an products ,  Love cos ­
me t i c s , S i ne - Off , and Allergy Re l ie f  
Me di c ine (ARM) , b u t  i t  a l s o  make s 
animal drugs and e l e c t roni c  equip ­
ment . 

As a maj o r  drug manufacturer , Smi th­
Kl ine pride s  i ts e l f  on i ts re se arch 
spend ing . Y e t  l a s t  year i t  spent but 
$ 7 7  mi l l i on on r e s e arch , whi le spend­
ing $ 3 8 2  mi l l i on on marke t ing and 
promo t i on .  

I t s adve rt i s ing e xpendi tures are but . 
one indication o f  SmithKl ine ' s  de ­

vo tion to the free enterp r i s e  sys tem . 
Another i s  i t s  b a t t l e  against the Food 

and Drug Admin i s t rat ion ' s  e f forts to 
regulate overpri c ing and dangerous 

- s i de e ffec t s  of drug s . 

Contac , for ins tance , i s  the top ­
s e l l ing nonp re s cription c o l d  remedy in 
the worl d .  The FDA cal l s  Contac " l e s s  
than e ffect ive . "  Wh i ch exp l ains 
Smi thKl ine ' s  oppo s i t i on to gove rnment 
s c ru t iriy of its b us ines s .  

Smi thKline ' s  record on t ranqui l i ze rs 
i s  no bette r .  Tho ra z ine , the firs t  o f  
i ts k ind , went o n  the market in 1 9 5 4  
without adequate t e s t ing . B y  1 9 5 9  
o ver 1 4  mi l l ion people h a d  t aken the 
drug , and it was obvi ous that Tho ra ­
z ine c aused l i ve r damage and hype r -
tens i on . 

· 

In the e ar l y  196 0 s , Tho raz ine and 
other t ranqu i l i z e rs we re imp l icated 
in the deve l opment of a fo rm of b rain 
damage c a l l e d  tardive dys kine s i a  ( s ee 
adj o ining s to ry on Thoraz ine and TD) . 
The damage may occur in as many as 
56 pe rcent o f  the p atients t ak ing the 
drugs . 

. Also in the 6 0 s , SmithKl ine ran an ad 
that read : "Warning ! Mental Pat ients 
Are Notori ous DRUG EVADERS . "  In order 

to p re vent pat ients from h i ding the i r  
p i l l s  and thus " j eopardi z ing the 
e ffe c t i vene s s  of your t reatment pro­
gram , "  the ad 'liurged doctors to "spec­
i fy l iquid concentrate Thoraz ine , 
Ste l a z ine , Compaz ine . "  

One patient de s c ribed the j oy o f  
l iquid Thora z ine : " I  was given a 
smal l · paper cup fi l l e d  w i th l i quid and 
told to drink i t . I s ipped it l ike 
j ui c e  • • •  at wh i ch point my l ips , 
ton gue and throat s t arted to b urn s o  
intens e l y  I thought they we re be ing 
di s s o l ve d  by the l iqui d .  Ab out hal f  
a do z en attendants s t ood by watching , 
know ing l ooks on the i r  faces , as I 
s tumb l ed about , try ing to c atch my 
b re ath and my b a l ance , t e ars runni n g  
from my eyes . "  (Judi Chambe r l in ,· 
tes t i fying to U . S .  Senate ) 

In 19 7 2 , Smi thKl ine finally b e gan 
warning doctors about the dangers o f  
tardive dvskines i a ,  wh ich by then 
affected thousands and wh ich has no 
known cure . In 1 9 7 8  Smi thKl ine ' s  
ch i e f  execut ive office r ,  Robert F .  
De e , was paid $ 1 . 8  mi l l i on .• 

· - from ALMP 
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Medication 

conti nued 
or when the drugs are stopped (al­
though it may be a wee k  or more after 
the drugs are stopped before the 
strange movements start to appear ) .  
Thus, coming down off such drugs 
may create withdrawal reactions like 
a flu -like illness with aches ,  
cramps , sweats , nausea, and at times 
severe vomiting and drug-withdrawal 
"freak-outs . "  But , in addition , 
coming down may reveal abnormal move ­
ments as the muscle -rigidifying and 

· 

stiffening effects of the chemicals 
wear off ; this has been called �ith­
drawal dyskinesia . 

kt the first appearance of the se un­
controllable movements , it is im­
possible to know if the y  will be 
temporary and graduallY\ disappear 
( since it may take wee ks or even 
three months or more ) ,  indicating 
that the brain damage was not truly 
permanent. This situation has been 
called atypical tardive dyskinesia , 
or withdrawal dyskinesias . Anyone 
who experie nces such muscle problems 
is at extremely high risk for getting 
truly permanent brain damage if the y  
ever take Thorazine-type drugs again , 
which means a lifetime of such ab­
normal and uncontrollable muscle 
movements . 

First· hand accou nts 
Po st note: What follows are the personal 

accounts of people who have been subjected to 
phenothiazines and other psychiatric "treat­
m1:ints . "  Thanks to the Alliance for the Liber­
ation of Mental Patients for gathering the infor­
mation. 

I wa� g i ve n  two chubby o range t ab s  o f  
s t ra i ght Tho ra z i ne , whi ch b rought me 
� o a s t ate resemb l in g  ve ge tat i on with­
in tw�nty

_
minute s .  One doe s not argue 

or th ink in this  s t ate . After a l l  
have y o u  e ve r  a r gue d w i th a radish

'
o r  

a yam ?  They don ' t  answe r b ack . At 
the s ame t ime I was perspiring s o  pro ­
fus e l y  and s o  cont inuous ly that I b e ­
gan t o  thi nk that I ' d j us t  go on sweat ­
ing t i l l  I died . My mouth got s o  dry 
that nothing would quench i ts thi r s t .  
Eventua l l y  my tongue cracke d wide open 
in a v i c i ous p a in ful way . My h ands 
t remb led ince s s ant l y , w i th a palsy 
c l o s e ly re semb l in g  Park in s on ' s  di s ­
e a s e . My skin turned a dead ye l l ow ­
g ray c o l o r , my e y e s  b e c ame s up e r ­
s ens i t ive to l i gh t , and s o  did a l l the 
skin al l ove r my b o dy . I move d i n  
s l ow mo t ion , i n  a he avy fo g ,  but ful ­
ly aware o f  the nurs e s , who t o ok note 
of every comment I made , and every 
change o f  moo d  . . . .  

- - Fran c i e  Schwart z from Body Count 

My moth e r  woul d s how me ads fo r new 
drugs to modi fy behavi or . She ' d  s ay 
"Oh , dea r ,  th i s  i s  j us t  what you n ee d . "  
Drugs are p re t ty we i rd when you ' re a 
k i d  b e cause they di s t o rt things and 
you don ' t  even real i z e  i t .  They tried 
a l o t  on me , a lways l ooki n g  fo r the 
mi rac le cure . 

- - from an intervi ew w i th Jan , " Growing 
Up in the The rapeutic S t ate , "  Madne s s  
Network News , vo . 4 ,  # 3  . •  

Unfortunately , with many , once the 
movements start they never go away 
and this is indicative of truly 
nermanent brain damage . One study 

' Crazy' people don' t  have rights 
of 11 children getting chronic pheno­
thiazine drugs revealed that 5 of 
them ( 45%) develo�ed signs of tardive 
dyskinesia 3 to 4 wee ks after with­
drawal from the drugs . ( It is still 
unclear how long the abnormal move ­
ments ma y  last . )  Children usually 
get these drugs involuntarily in 
various institutions and for various 
reasons (basically to be chemically 
controlled and more passive ) .  

As with so many drugs, it appears that 
the very young and the very old are at 
greatest risk of developing tardive 
dyskinesia . Other factors that appear 
to increase the risk of developing 
TD are : 

1 .  The longer you continuously take 
phenothiazine s without any break . 

2 .  The higher the dose 
a .  For adults ,  more 
of Thorazine a day , 
equivalent in other 
on a regular basis , 
risky .  

you ge t .  
than 400 mg . 
or its 
such drugs , 
is very 

b .  More than 1 50 mg . of Thora­
z ine a day ,  on a continual bas is 
in those over 55 is very risky . 

' 

c .  More than 75 mg . o f  Thoraz ine 
a day in tho se ove r 75 is ex­
tremely risky . 

3 .  I f  you have suffere d bad mus cle 
reactions to the se drugs ( drug-in­
duced parkinsonism , mus cle spasms , 
cramps , abnormal mus cle movements ) ,  
then you are also at high risk of 
eventually deve loping TD . 

4 .  Women appear to be more sus cep­
tible to TD than men . 

5 .  If you have any o ther kind of brain 
damage or neurological proble m .  This 
may include prior ele ctro -sho ck (E CT ) , 
but this is s till unclear : 

6 .  I f  you have been taking "ant i­
parkinsonian " drugs like Artane , 
Cogentin , Akine ton , the se drugs 
appear to increase the risk o f  
ge tting TD . 

7 .  Long-acting inj e ctions of Prolixin , 
i . e . ,  Prolixin Enanthate or Prolixin 
Dec ano ate , al so appear more l ikely to 
caus e TD • •  

--Alliance for the 
Liberation of Mental 

Patients 

Two recent decisions by the Supreme 
Court have se verely eroded the rights 
of people who are accuse d of nee ding 
psychiatric read justment . 

Earlier, the Supreme Court had ruled 
that people facing involuntary com­
mitment by the court do no� have the 
right to remain silent or have an 
attorney present during questioning , 
although both rights are guarante ed 
to people facing incarceration on 
criminal charges .  

In one case the Court overturned a 
lower court ' s  de cision that children 
could not be committed to a mental 
institution without a court hearing. 
The high court argued that parents 
should de cide what the "best 
interests" of the ir children are . 

By calling the impr.isonment "hospital­
iza tion " and by substituting a psy­
chiatrist for the police officer , it �s en�i�ely legal to lock people up 
indefinitely for the crime of "mental 
illness "  on the basis of forced testi­
mony collected without the presence of 
an attorney . •  

The ruling allows parents to continue 
to have their children locked up in 
mental insti tutions for running away , 
skipping s cho o l , de fending themse lve s 
against beatings , having sex , attempt­
ing suicide , or for any other act o f  
re sistance to authority . 

--Alliance for the Liberation 
of Mental Patients 

§ 
I Git your Post 
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ffi©©fll CTC8��C8W 
Critici sm ca n be con structive 
(This rev�ew is adapted from a review written by 
JoAnn Fuchs which appeared in Women: A Journal 
of Liberation, vol 6 ,  #2) 

--- -

In a society like ours , indoctrinated 
into the glories of individuali sm , the 
s ugg�st�on of criticism  as a political 
tactic i s  bound to be frightening. In 
such a _ society , c:iticism has always 
been directed against individuals as 
individu�ls , s ince that (sadly) i � how 
people live out their lives , and it 
thus carries with it the moral over­
tones of personal failure and weakness 
or the psychological overtones of 
abnormality. 

Criticism often results in a weakening 
of . the person , in feeling i solated , 
alienated from friends or co-workers 
and worthles s as a human being. So 

' 

who needs it? 

According to Gracie Lyons , author of 
Constructive Criticism : A Handbook 
anyone , everyone , who i s-interested 
in building a socialist society and 
in �o�ng effective revolutionary/ 
political work needs it . The develop­
ment �f the s kills of cons tructive 
critici sm , and self-criticism , i s  
not merely useful but es sential to 
the bes t  political work , and to the 
highest degree of unity among comrades . 

�Jons ' handbook , published by I s s ues 
i� Radical Therapy Pres s , runs a 
l�tt�e more than 100 pages and offers 
within a s hort and e as ily readable 
wo:k �umerous concrete sugges tions on 
building the skill of constructive 
c:itici sm . It i s  intended to pro­
vide a huma�e and fruitful strategy 
for overcoming the conflicts that will 
develop within organizations.  

In that it implies a bas ic un ity of 
purpose--the commitment to socialist 
goals--the book speaks to a limited 
audience. In that it was written in 
1 9 7 4 , it  uses language and examples 
that are somewhat dated . But these 
hardly detract from the book ' s 
mes sage . 

Constructive Critici s m  i s  divided into 
two parts : the first is a bas ic 
introduction to dialectical material­
ism , its  principles and goals , and 
the second and much longer part pre­
sents practical guidelines for cri ­
ticism by persons within groups 
tha� have such goals . I ncluding ex­
erci ses for develop ing the skills of 
both giving and receiving cons truc­
tive criticis m ,  the book ends with an 
in�e:e�ting history of revolutionary 
�ritic ism. Th:oughout , the writing 
is clear ; the ideas are s imply and 
straightforwardly presented and' 
developed . 

Largely based on ideas inherited from 
Maoi sm and the Chinese revolution , 
the book stres ses the need for aware­
nes s  of the methods we use , as well as 
th� �o�tent of, our "comradely 
critici sm . "  A maj or insp iration for 
Lyons i s  Mao ' s  famous article " Com­
bat L iberalism , "  in  which he defines 
liberali sm - -i . e . , here the refus al of 
con flict --as an irrespons ible atti ­
tude, one that "negates ideological 

s truggle and advocates unprincipled 
peace , "  and as such , it has no place 
in the life a revolutionary. 

To indulge in irrespons ible criticism 
in private , to overlook political 
mistakes of friends because they are 
friends , to engage in disputes not 
for the sake of solidarity but for 
personal attacks ,  to tolerate in­
correct opinions as though they were 
not incorrect at all , to be aware of 
one ' s  own mistakes yet make no 
attempt to rectify them--these are 
some of the kinds of liberalism Mao 
discus ses .  

Lyons ' specific guidelines for con­
s tructive criticism  stres s the fol­
lowing : 1) the need to be concrete 
in our criticisms of others , i. e . , 
to be really observant of specific 
actions or remarks that we think are 
incorrect or are preventing the best 
functioning of the organization , 
rather than j umping to abstract 
s tatements about others which are 
often unfair generalizations of their 
behavior ; 2) the need to be aware of 
and able to describe our own feelin�s 
towards the other ' s  behavior , thoug 
this does not mean that by its very 
exi s tence , that the feeling i s  valid ; 
3 )  the need to identify the thought 
or value that caused our feeling. We 
will often find , Lyons claims , that 
those feelings have ari sen from 
�hocights and/or values that have been , 
in �urn , greatly influenced by clas s 
s ?ciety , thoughts or values which we 
will s trugg�e to replace , within 
ourselves , in the same degree that we 
try to change the society in other 
external ways ; 4 )  further, we need to 
be aware of our own wants vis-a-vi s 
th� �e�avior of the perso�s we 
cr�ticize .  Again ,  thi s  involves 
being specific , being concrete rather 
tha� �bstrac� , stating our wants 
pos itively , i f  pos s ible and not 
only negatively , i .e. , to say what 
we want , and not merely what we don ' t  
want. 

One of t�e . most important techniques 
for receiving criticism in a con­
�t;uctive way i s . to empathize--and 
it s n?t . e�sy--with the person making 
the c:itici sm. In this w�y . we learn 
from it , as well as avoid the usual 
mechanism  of counterattack or the 
usual display of defens ive�es s.  

No handbook can ever provide the 
s trength . and the courage needed to do 
and receive constructive criticism 
but G�aci e  Lyons ' book offers enou�h 
practical suggestions so that those 
firs t hard s teps in constructive 
criticism seem pows ible to us . And if 
we k�o� clea:l� �hy �e are doing and 
receiving criticism--to trans form 
society in a revolutionary way--we are 
apt to be inspired to be more 
courageous.  

"We decide to do criticism not because 
it  i s  bes t  or most comfortable for us 
as individuals or as small groups , 
but because we think it  will advance 
the w�ole� -the whole group , the whole 
organization ! the whole working clas s 
--ourselve� inc�uded , "  she says . Or 
as Mao affirmatively put it " If we 
have shortcomings , we are n�t afraid 
to have them pointed out and 
criticized , because we serve the 
people. " 

The book is  

for $3 . • 

available from: 
Small Changes Bookstore 
409A N .  Main St . 
Bloomington IL 6 1 701 

m9r : Clenn Caddie Moure:  10-6 Mon-tat 
416 N. Main Bloomin9ton 
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